
Scriptures	for	Sunday,	August	16,	2020	
	
	

Galatians	5:1,	22-23	
	

1	For	freedom	Christ	has	set	us	free.	Stand	firm,	
therefore,	and	do	not	submit	again	to	a	yoke	of	
slavery.	
---	
22	By	contrast,	the	fruit	of	the	Spirit	is	love,	joy,	peace,	
patience,	kindness,	generosity,	faithfulness,	23	
gentleness,	and	self-control.	There	is	no	law	against	
such	things.	
	
	

Romans	12:4-21	
	

4	For	as	in	one	body	we	have	many	members,	and	not	
all	the	members	have	the	same	function,	5	so	we,	who	
are	many,	are	one	body	in	Christ,	and	individually	we	
are	members	one	of	another.	6	We	have	gifts	that	
differ	according	to	the	grace	given	to	us:	prophecy,	in	
proportion	to	faith;	7	ministry,	in	ministering;	the	
teacher,	in	teaching;	8	the	exhorter,	in	exhortation;	
the	giver,	in	generosity;	the	leader,	in	diligence;	the	
compassionate,	in	cheerfulness.	
	
9	Let	love	be	genuine;	hate	what	is	evil,	hold	fast	to	
what	is	good;	10	love	one	another	with	mutual	
affection;	outdo	one	another	in	showing	honor.	11	Do	
not	lag	in	zeal,	be	ardent	in	spirit,	serve	the	Lord.		
12	Rejoice	in	hope,	be	patient	in	suffering,	persevere	
in	prayer.	13	Contribute	to	the	needs	of	the	saints;	
extend	hospitality	to	strangers.	
	
14	Bless	those	who	persecute	you;	bless	and	do	not	
curse	them.	15	Rejoice	with	those	who	rejoice,	weep	
with	those	who	weep.	16	Live	in	harmony	with	one	
another;	do	not	be	haughty,	but	associate	with	the	
lowly;	do	not	claim	to	be	wiser	than	you	are.	17	Do	not	
repay	anyone	evil	for	evil,	but	take	thought	for	what	
is	noble	in	the	sight	of	all.	18	If	it	is	possible,	so	far	as	it	
depends	on	you,	live	peaceably	with	all.	19	Beloved,	
never	avenge	yourselves,	but	leave	room	for	the	
wrath	of	God;		for	it	is	written,	“Vengeance	is	mine,	I	
will	repay,	says	the	Lord.”	20	No,	“if	your	enemies	are	
hungry,	feed	them;	if	they	are	thirsty,	give	them	
something	to	drink;	for	by	doing	this	you	will	heap	
burning	coals	on	their	heads.”	21	Do	not	be	overcome	
by	evil,	but	overcome	evil	with	good.	
	

Wrestling	with	scriptures	via	Lectio	Divina	
	
1.	Read	through	the	scriptures	a	first	time.		What	
word,	image	or	phrase	jumps	out	at	you?	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
Both	of	these	scriptures	come	from	epistles,	letters	
of	pastoral	advice	from	Paul	sent	to	early	churches	
to	help	them	in	their	life	together	as	followers	of	
Jesus.		They	both	seem	to	have	struggled	with	unity	
and	diversity,	knowing	and	claiming	the	life	in	
Christ	that	they	were	seeking.	
	
2		Read	through	the	scriptures	a	second	time.		
How	does	that	word,	image	or	phrase	that	you	
heard,	or	a	new	one	you	heard	this	time,	intersect	
with	your	life	today?	Your	joys?;	challenges?;	
questions?;	concerns?	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
3	What	invitation	do	you	hear	from	the	Spirit	of	
God	in	this	word	to	act,	speak,	listen,	be,	become	
or	maybe	something	in	terms	of	a	relationship?	


