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Epiphany	||	January	6,	2019	
	

GATHERING	AROUND	GOD’S	WORD	
As	we	gather	for	worship	you’re	invited	to	come	forward	and	light	a	candle,	placing	it	in	the	
sand	tray	on	the	table	as	a	sign	of	your	hope	and	prayers	in	this	Christmas	Season.		You’ll	find	
candles	on	the	pull-out	table	in	the	back	row	of	our	sanctuary	space.	
	
GATHERING	SONG		 																					 	“We	Three	Kings”										 									 							-		Blue	Hymnal	#66	
	
CALL	TO	WORSHIP		 	 	 	 																											
	
SONG	OF	PRAISE															 		“We	Are	Marching”	|	“Siyahamba”																							 											-	Insert		
	
LISTENING	FOR	GOD’S	WORD			
	

ACT	OF	CONFESSION.	OPENING	OURSELVES	TO	BEING	UNDONE,	THAT	WE	MIGHT	BE	REDONE											
	
SUNG	RESPONSE																														“While	We	Are	Waiting	Come”																	 														-	Insert	
	 	

DECLARATION	OF	GRACE.	THE	IN-BREAKING	OF	GOD’S	GRACE	DISRUPTS	OUR	HUMAN	CONDITION	OF	SIN	
	
PRAYERS	OF	THE	PEOPLE	&	THE	LORD’S	PRAYER																																			 																
Call	and	response	liturgically	prayed	at	the	conclusion	of	sharing	a	prayer	card		
	

Leader:		God,	in	your	mercy.				
	 	

People:	Hear	our	prayer.		
	 	

To	pray	with	someone	after	the	service,	look	for	today’s	liturgist	after	today’s	service	
	
GIVING	OF	OUR	TITHES	&	OFFERINGS	TO	EMPOWER	THE	WORK	OF	GOD	IN	THE	CHURCH												
	
OFFERTORY	SONG	 														 								“Raise	A	Song	Of	Gladness”																																															-	Insert		
	
READING	OF	SCRIPTURE			 																Matthew	2:1-23	 	 											Pew	Bible,		p.934	
	
SERMON	 										 	 															“Seeing	from	the	Margins”						 				-	Rev.	Monte	McClain				
	
RESPONDING	TO	GOD’S	WORD		
	
SONG	OF	RESPONSE																												“In	Bethlehem	A	Newborn	Boy”	 									 			-	Insert	
	
COMMUNION:	EATING	&	DRINKING	TO	REMEMBER,	NOT	FORGET			
	

We	celebrate	by	intinction,	coming	forward	to	receive	the	meal.		If	you’d	prefer	an	individual	cup	or	to	be	
served	at	your	seat,	please	raise	your	hand	during	our	celebration	as	we’ll	attend	to	you.	 	

	

SONG	DURING	COMMUNION														“Jesus	calls	us	here	to	meet	Him”																						-	Insert		
	

ANNOUNCEMENTS	 	 	 														 																														
	
SENDING	CALL	AND	RESPONSE		 	 	 	 	 														
	

			Leader:	God	is	good!																						Leader:	And	all	the	time!		
	

			People:	All	the	time!																						People:	God	is	good!		
	
EXHORTATION	&	BENEDICTION	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	

PASSING	THE	PEACE	OF	GOD																“La	paz	de	Cristo”																			 	 							(Spanish)		 	

We	pass	the	peace	weekly	using	languages	native	to	the	cultures	of	our	church	community	
as	an	audible	sign	of	the	Dominion	of	God	at	work	towards	the	healing	transformation	of	the	world.	

	

Welcome	to	CAPC	Oakland!	
	

We	are	a	reformed,	multicultural,	
politically	purple,	community	of	
followers	of	Jesus	seeking	to	live	
our	faith	seriously	in	word,	deed	
and	relationships	in	the	East	Bay.	

	

If	you’ve	never	celebrated	with	us,	
you	can	follow	along	using	this	
paper	or	the	projection	on	the	

screen.		Hymnals	and	Bibles	are	in	
the	pews.		We	invite	you	to	join	us	

for	a	moment	of	community	
connection	afterwards	with	a		

drink	and	simple	snack.	
	

CHILDREN	
	

We	have	a	quiet	play	area	for	
children	in	the	front	of	the	

sanctuary	with	toys	and	coloring	
sheets	that	can	be	played	with	
during	services.		We	also	have	a	
lounge,	off	the	entryway,	where	

the	service	is	broadcast	if	you	need	
more	space.	

	

We	invite	children	3	years	old	to	
6th	grade	to	depart	for	Godly	Play	
following	our	second	song.		You	
can	gather	your	child(ren)	after	
worship	upstairs	in	the	GP	room.	

	
PRAYER	CARDS	

	

You’re	invited	to	share	your	
prayers	of	concern	or	gratitude	by	
filling	out	the	cards,	located	in	the	
pews,	and	placing	them	in	the	glass	
vase	on	the	table.		We’ll	use	them	

during	today’s	service.	
	

WIFI	&	SOCIAL	MEDIA	
	

2wire927	is	our	open	wifi.		The	
password	is	7304088568.		If	you	
do	social	media	during	the	service	
we	invite	you	to	add	#capcoakland	

to	include	others.	
	

NESTLÉ	PARKING	LOT	
	

We’re	able	to	park	in	the	lot	behind	
the	church.		They	ask	us	to	enter	
and	exit	off	of	Chabot	Road,	using	
the	pedestrian	door	there	near	

Crossroads	Trading.	
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	Thoughts	on	Today’s	Scripture	
Matthew	2:1-23	

	
Today	we	celebrate	Epiphany.		It’s	the	rare	year	that	this	twelfth	
day	after	Christmas	lands	on	a	Sunday.		Epiphany	is	a	Greek	word	
meaning	revealing	or	unveiling.		It’s	the	name	of	the	holiday	
celebration	of	the	arrival	of	the	gift-bearing	magi	to	the	home	of	
Jesus,	recognizing	this	child	as	the	king	promised	and	long	
intended.		This	part	of	the	story	is	the	
reason	for	which	we’ve	come	to	exchange	
gifts	at	Christmas.		And	for	many	cultures	
this	is	the	day	(not	Christmas)	during	
which	gifts	are	exchanged.		Matthew	alone	
among	the	four	gospel	writers	tells	us	this	
story	of	the	Magi,	Herod’s	child	massacre	
in	the	name	of	national	security	and	
refugee	flight	of	the	Holy	Family.	
	
The	story	is	populated	with	contrasts:	
Bethlehem	(a	small	city)	and	Jerusalem	(the	capital	in	terms	of	
royal	power,	military	might,	academic	knowledge	and	religious	
institution).		The	adult	king	who	is	a	tyrant,	unsure	of	himself,	
who	killed	nearly	all	of	his	family	to	preserve	his	throne	is	
contrasted	with	a	child	king	whose	family	is	threatened	and	who	
give	up	everything	to	preserve	his	life.		The	astrologers,	magician,	
scholars	are	able	to	read	in	nature	that	God	is	doing	something	
unique	but	the	religious	scholars	who	can	read	the	scriptures	to	
know	where	this	royal	baby	will	be	born	remain	indifferent	to	the	
nature	of	God’s	mystery.		Jesus,	the	new	Moses-like	leader	of	his	
people	must	flee	into	Egypt	for	sanctuary	relief	from	the	King	of	
the	Promised	Land	(Herod)	who	is	killing	the	Israelite	children	
whereas	Moses	had	to	flee	into	the	promised	Land	from	the	
Egyptian	King	Pharaoh	after	he	killed	all	the	newly	born	Hebrew	
boys.		Those	who	seem	to	be	on	the	outside	of	things	such	as	
power,	institutions	and	formal	knowledge	end	up	in	fact	being	on	
the	inside	track	of	knowing	and	witnessing	God’s	mysterious	plan.		
Conversely	those	deemed	to	be	the	insiders,	at	the	center	of	
things,	are	exposed	as	outside	of	any	true	knowledge	or	divine	
relationship.		God’s	will	is	accomplished	through	the	faithful	
actions	of	the	marginal	and	outsiders,	and	the	words	of	the	
prophets	are	fulfilled	in	the	self-obsessed	genocide	of	the	
tyrannical	king.	
	
Is	this	simply	history?;	or	do	the	theological	themes	of	the	three	
narratives	woven	together	speak	to	and	unveil	divine	truth	in	our	
context	today	as	we	too	speak	of	tyrants,	outsiders,	insiders,	
migrants,	sanctuary	and	national	security?	
Questions	for	the	practice	of	Examen	&	Contemplation	
	

• What	shimmers	in	your	attention	to	these	readings?	
• The	story	contains	contrasts	of	the	center	and	the	

margins,	the	insiders	and	the	outsiders,	of	the	elites	and	
the	overlooked	folks.		What	is	that	saying	about	how	God	
moves	in	the	world?	

• Much	of	this	story	deals	with	immigration,	refuge,	power	
and	powerlessness.	How	do	you	hear	the	Spirit	of	God	
inviting	you	to	act,	speak,	be,	or	live	relationally	today	
through	the	word	of	this	scripture?	

ANNOUNCEMENTS	&	COMMUNITY	NEWS	
	 	

JANUARY	BIRTHDAYS	
	

	 	 1	 Margie	Laverty	 8	 Bill	Bryant	
	 	 10	Thom	Faulkner	 18	 	Gary	Yee	
	 	 20	Daniel	Geary	 25	 Joy	Barnes	
	 	 29	Bill	Beatty	 	 	 	
	

COMMUNITY	LIFE	CALENDAR	
	

Change	to	Change	Lives	Offering!	|	Thank	you!		
Together	we	raised	$644.97	recently	to	empower	
the	work	of	Witnessing	Ministries	of	Christ	among	
the	Dali	(Untouchables)	in	India.	You	can	still	give	
to	that	annual	offering	if	you	forgot	to	do	so.		Be	
sure	to	label	that	gift	“Change	to	Change	Lives”	in	
the	memo	line	or	on	an	envelope.	
	
The	Vocabulary	of	Faith	|	Sundays	9:30-10:15a		
	
	

Youth	Group	no	meeting	tonight	
	

Choir	Practice	|	No	practice	this	week.	
	

Christmas	Eve	Celebration	You	can	find	photos	
of	the	Christmas	Eve	fun	on	our	website	under	
“photos”	or	on	our	Facebook	page	@capcoakland	
or	look	for	them	in	today’s	power	point	slideshow	
after	worship.		Together	we	collected	over	$900	to	
support	our	ongoing	Deacons	Minstry.	
	

Friday	Night	Meal	this	week,	Friday	6-7pm.		
Harry	Hussian	is	cooking.		Contact	him	if	you’d	
like	to	help.	
		

Letter	Ministry	|	Encourage	another	with	a	hand-
written	note.		Find	cards	on	the	back	wall!			
	
Christmas	Clean-Up	|	Can	you	help	us	clean	up	
the	sanctuary	by	taking	down	the	trees	and	lights	
in	the	choir	loft	and	transporting	them	to	the	
storage	closet	in	the	gym?	–	today	after	worship.		
We	also	need	help	this	Tuesday,	1/	8	from	8:30am	
on	taking	down	the	garlands	&	other	decorations.	
	
Deacons	Hygiene	Bags	|	We’re	creating	bags	we	
all	can	distribute	to	those	we	encounter	on	the	
street.		We're	aiming	for	needed	daily	things	such	
as	toothpaste,	toothbrushes,	hand	wipes,	dental	
floss,	etc.		Talk	to	Ben	Bencomo	for	more	info.	
	
	

Thank	you	to	Today’s	Leadership		
Fellowship:		F.	Darmstadt,	Kristy	Parsons	McClain 
Reader:	Emma	Fleming	
	

Leadership	for	next	week,	1/13/18:	
Fellowship:		Richard	&	Marge	Harvey	McClain 
Godly	Play:	Beth	Beatty	(ST);	Joy	Barnes	(DK)	
	
	



LYRICS & WRITTEN RESPONSES FOR TODAY’S advent celebration 	
 
“We	Three	Kings”	
John	Henry	Hopkins	Jr.	(1857,	alt.)	
Blue	Hymnal	#66	
	
1.	We	three	kings	of	Orient	are;	
bearing	gifts	we	traverse	afar,	
field	and	fountain,	moor	and	mountain,	
following	yonder	star.	
	
Refrain:	
O	star	of	wonder,	star	of	night,	
star	with	royal	beauty	bright,	
westward	leading,	still	proceeding,	
guide	us	to	thy	perfect	light!	
	
2.	Born	a	King	on	Bethlehem’s	plain,	
gold	I	bring	to	crown	him	again,	
King	forever,	ceasing	never	
over	us	all	to	reign.		
	
3.	Frankincense	to	offer	have	I;	
incense	owns	a	deity	nigh;	
prayer	and	praising	gladly	raising,	
worshiping	God	Most	High.		
	
4.	Myrrh	is	mine;	its	bitter	perfume	
breathes	a	life	of	gathering	gloom;	
sorrowing,	sighing,	bleeding,	dying,	
sealed	in	the	stone-cold	tomb.			
	
5.	Glorious	now	behold	him	arise,	
King	and	God	and	Sacrifice:	
Alleluia!	Alleluia!	
sounds	through	the	earth	and	skies.	
	
CALL	TO	WORSHIP	RESPONSIVE	READING	
	

Today’s	reading	is	rooted	in	Genesis	12:1-4		adapted	by	Monte	
	
One:	Genesis	12	tells	us	that		
	 God	called	out	to	Abram:	saying,		
	 “Leave	your	country,		
	 your	family,		
	 and	your	father’s	home	
	 	for	a	land	that	I	will	show	you.”	
	
ALL:	The	Eternal	One	promised,	
		I		will	make	you	into	a	great	nation	
								and	bless	you.	
				I’ll	make	you	famous;	
								you’ll	be	a	blessing.	
				I’ll	bless	those	who	bless	you;	

								those	who	curse	you	I’ll	curse.	
				All	the	families	of	the	Earth	
								will	be	blessed	through	you.”		
	
One:	So	Abram	left	just	as	God	said,	
	 	taking	with	him	his	wife	Sarah,	
		 his	nephew	Lot	and	their	immediate	family.	
	
ALL:	They	set	out	into	the	desert,	
	 	a	dangerous	place,	unsure	of	where	
	 their	new	home	would	be,		
	 what	their	life	would	resemble.	
	
One:	In	their	journey	they	found	a	new	home,		
	 and	came	to	know	themselves	as	they	knew		
	 the	God	who	called	them	to	immigrate.	
	
ALL:	The	God	who	was,	and	is		
	 and	is	becoming	calls	us	today	as	well,	
	 To	step	out,	to	immigrate,		

to	leave	behind	what	is	comfortable,	
to	not	settle	for	the	status	quo;	

	 to	hunger	and	thirst	for		
	 the	promised	land	that	only	God	can	give.	
	
	
	
	
“We	Are	Marching”	|	“Siyahamba”	
Zulu	Traditional	Song	
English;	Xhosa	
Copyright:©	1984,	Utryck,	Walton	Music	Corporation,	
	
1.	We	are	marching	in	the	light	of	God		
We	are	marching	in	the	light	of	God		
We	are	marching,	we	are	marching	oh	
We	are	marching	in	the	light	of	God	
	
2.	Siyahambay	kookay	nyen	kwen	kos		
	
3.	We	are	living	in	the	love	of	God	
	
4.	We	are	moving	in	the	power	of	God	



	
“While	We	Are	Waiting	Come”	
Claire	Cloninger	|	©	Copyright	1986	Word	Music		
Glory	to	God	Hymnal	#92	
	
1.		While	we	are	waiting,	come;	
while	we	are	waiting,	come.	
Jesus,	our	Lord,	Emmanuel,	
while	we	are	waiting	come.	
	
2.	With	power	and	glory,	come;	
With	power	and	glory,	come.	
Jesus,	our	Lord,	Emmanuel,	
while	we	are	waiting	come.	
	
3.	Come,	Savior,	quickly	come;	
Come,	Savior,	quickly	come.	
Jesus,	our	Lord,	Emmanuel,	
while	we	are	waiting	come.	
	
	
	
“Raise	A	Song	Of	Gladness”	
Author:	Taizé	Community	(1978)		
Glory	to	God	Hymnal	#155			
	
Raise	a	song	of	gladness,	peoples	of	the	earth.	
Christ	has	come,	bringing	peace,	joy	to	ev'ry	heart.	
Alleluia,	alleluia,	joy	to	ev'ry	heart!	
Alleluia,	alleluia,	joy	to	ev'ry	heart!	

		
	
	

“In	Bethlehem	A	Newborn	Boy”	
Rosamond	E.	Herklots	(1969)	
Glory	to	God	Hymnal	#153	
	
1. In	Bethlehem	a	newborn	boy	
was	hailed	with	songs	of	praise	and	joy.	
Then	warning	came	of	danger	near:	
King	Herod's	troops	would	soon	appear.	
	
2.	The	soldiers	sought	the	Child	in	vain:	
not	yet	was	he	to	share	our	pain,	
but	down	the	ages	rings	the	cry	
of	those	who	saw	their	children	die.	
	
3.	Still	rage	the	fires	of	hate	today,	
and	innocents	the	price	must	pay,	
while	aching	hearts	in	every	land	
cry	out,	'We	cannot	understand!'	
	
	
	

	
4.	Lord	Jesus,	through	our	night	of	loss	
shines	out	the	wonder	of	your	cross,	
the	love	that	cannot	cease	to	bear	
our	human	anguish	everywhere.	
	
5.	May	that	great	love	our	lives	control	
and	conquer	hate	in	every	soul,	
till,	pledged	to	build	and	not	destroy,	
we	share	your	pain	and	find	your	joy.	
	
	

“Jesus	calls	us	here	to	meet	Him”	
Author:	John	L.	Bell	;	Author:	Graham	Maule		
Tune:	JESUS	CALLS	US	
	
1.	Jesus	calls	us	here	to	meet	him	
as	through	word	and	song	and	prayer		
we	affirm	God’s	promised	presence	
where	his	people	live	and	care.	
Praise	the	God	who	keeps	his	promise;	
praise	the	Son	who	calls	us	friends;	
praise	the	Spirit	who,	among	us,	
to	our	hopes	and	fears	attends.	
	
2.	Jesus	calls	us	to	confess	him	
Word	of	Life	and	Lord	of	All,	
sharer	of	our	flesh	and	frailness	
saving	all	who	fail	or	fall.	
Tell	his	holy	human	story;		
tell	his	tales	that	all	may	hear;	
tell	the	world	that	Christ	in	glory	
came	to	earth	to	meet	us	here.	
	
3.	Jesus	calls	us	to	each	other:	
found	in	him	are	no	divides.	
Race	and	class	and	sex	and	language-	
such	are	barriers	he	derides.	
Join	the	hand	of	friend	and	stranger;	
join	the	hands	of	age	and	youth;	
join	the	faithful	and	the	doubter		
in	their	common	search	for	truth.	
	
4.	Jesus	calls	us	to	his	table		
rooted	firm	in	time	and	space,		
where	the	church	in	earth	and	heaven		
finds	a	common	meeting	place.	
Share	the	bread	and	wine,	his	body;		
share	the	love	of	which	we	sing;		
share	the	feast	for	saints	and	sinners		
hosted	by	our	Lord	and	King.	
	


