
SCRIPTURES FOR SUNDAY 12.25.2016 
CHRISTMAS DAY  

	
	

Isaiah	9:1-7	
New	Revised	Standard	Version	(NRSV)	

	
1But	there	will	be	no	gloom	for	those	who	were	in	
anguish.	In	the	former	time	he	brought	into	contempt	
the	land	of	Zebulun	and	the	land	of	Naphtali,	but	in	the	
latter	time	he	will	make	glorious	the	way	of	the	sea,	the	
land	beyond	the	Jordan,	Galilee	of	the	nations.	
	

2The	people	who	walked	in	darkness	
				have	seen	a	great	light;	
those	who	lived	in	a	land	of	deep	darkness—	
				on	them	light	has	shined.	
3	You	have	multiplied	the	nation,	
				you	have	increased	its	joy;	
they	rejoice	before	you	
				as	with	joy	at	the	harvest,	
				as	people	exult	when	dividing	plunder.	
4	For	the	yoke	of	their	burden,	
				and	the	bar	across	their	shoulders,	
				the	rod	of	their	oppressor,	
				you	have	broken	as	on	the day of Midian.	
5	For	all	the	boots	of	the	tramping	warriors	
				and	all	the	garments	rolled	in	blood	
				shall	be	burned	as	fuel	for	the	fire.	
6	For	a	child	has	been	born	for	us,	
				a son	given	to	us;	
authority	rests	upon	his	shoulders;	
				and	he	is	named	
Wonderful	Counselor,	Mighty God,	
				Everlasting	Father,	Prince	of	Peace.	
7	His	authority	shall	grow	continually,	
				and	there	shall	be	endless	peace	
for	the	throne	of	David	and	his	kingdom.	
				He	will	establish	and	uphold	it	
with	justice	and	with	righteousness	
				from	this	time	onward	and	forevermore.	
The	zeal	of	the	Lord	of	hosts	will	do	this.	

	
	
	

	
Luke	2:1-20	

New	Revised	Standard	Version	(NRSV)	
	
1In	those	days	a	decree	went	out	from	Emperor	
Augustus	that	all	the	world	should	be	registered.	2This	
was	the	first	registration	and	was	taken	while	

The	Book	of	Isaiah	relates	the	prophetic	utterings	of	
Isaiah	who	was	prophet	during	the	7th	century	BCE	as	
Judah	was	facing	a	tenuous	situation.		The	Assyrian	
Empire	was	ascendant,	yet	other	kingdoms	allied	
together	with	Egypt	(who	had	been	the	world	power)	to	
try	to	maintain	the	global	order.		The	kingdom	of	Judah	
was	then	forced	to	choose	between	allying	with	Israel	
(the	northern	kingdom)	and	Egypt	or	with	Assyria.		We	
know	that	Judah	flip-flopped	and	Assyria	eventually	
dominated	and	vanquished	all	of	their	enemies.		
Throughout	his	words	Isaiah	encourages	the	Judean	
sovereigns	to	not	resist	Assyria,	casting	them	as	the	
unstoppable	world	power	to	be.		The	implication	is	that	
if	God	is	sovereign,	then	God	must	have	“chosen”	Assyria	
to	be	ascendant.			
	
Verse	1	is	thought	to	contain	a	list	of	geographic	places	
in	the	northern	territories	(Israel)	conquered	by	the	
Assyrian	king	Tiglath-pileser	III	in	732	BCE.		The	first	part	
of	the	scripture	(vv	2-5)	tells	of	the	end	of	military	
oppression,	while	the	later	part	(vv	6-7O	tell	of	the	
accession	of	a	new	king	(possibly	Hezekiah	who	ruled	
Judah	715-687).		In	contrast	to	the	recent	humiliation,	
defeat	and	subjugation	to	a	foreign	power,	Isiah	
envisions	a	glorious	future	for	the	territories	named	in	v.	
1,	including	a	vivid	and	stark	contrast	between	despair	
and	hope,	between	defeat	and	good	news	of	a	new	
future.				Feasting	on	the	Word.	Year	A,	Vol	1,	p.	99-101	
	
	the day of Midian,::		this	is	most	likely	an	allusion	
to	Gideon’s	miraculous	victory	over	the	Midianites	in	
Judges	7.		
 
For	::	the	poetic	vision	reaches	its	climax	here	with	the	
arrival	of	a	new	ruler,	and	a	new	future	to	come.	
	
a son	…	Mighty God	::	in	ancient	Israel	the	king	
became	the	a	son	of	YHWH	upon	his	coronation.		
Compare	it	to	Psalm	2:7.		This	royal	notion	of	identity	
with	the	divine	is	reflected	in	the	title	of	“mighty	God.”		It	
seems	blasphemous	to	equate	a	human	ruler	with	God,	
yet	it	was	consistent	with	their	cultural	language	for	the	
monarchy.	
	
	
The	gospel	of	Luke	is	written	with	a	Gentile	or	Greek-
speaking	cultured	people	in	mind.		The	Greek	language	is	
more	complex,	and	Hebraic	notions,	Jewish	practices	are	
explained	(whereas	in	Matthew	they	are	not).		Luke’s	
gospel	also	has	the	most	fleshed	out	version	of	the	birth	
story	of	Jesus.		Both	of	the	gospels	place	the	birth	of	Jesus	
during	the	reign	of	Herod	the	Great,	the	Roman	client	
king	of	Judea	(37-4	BCE),	but	Luke	takes	pains	to	place	
this	event	in	the	wider	perspective	of	the	world	context.		
Luke	contrasts	the	reign	of	Jesus	with	that	of	the	
Emperor	Augustus,	between	military	power	and	God’s	
power.	
	



Quirinius	was	governor	of	Syria.	3All	went	to	their	own	towns	
to	be	registered.	4Joseph	also	went	from	the	town	of	Nazareth	
in	Galilee	to	Judea,	to	the city of David	called	Bethlehem,	
because	he	was	descended	from	the	house	and	family	of	
David.	5He	went	to	be	registered	with	Mary,	to	whom	he	
was	engaged	and	who	was	expecting	a	child.		6While	they	
were	there,	the	time	came	for	her	to	deliver	her	child.	7And	
she	gave	birth	to	her	firstborn	son	and	wrapped	him	in	bands	
of	cloth,	and	laid	him	in	a	manger,	because	there	was	no	place	
for	them	in	the inn.	
	
8In	that	region	there	were	shepherds	living	in	the	fields,	keeping	
watch	over	their	flock	by	night.	9Then	an	angel	of	the	Lord	
stood	before	them,	and	the	glory	of	the	Lord	shone	around	
them,	and	they	were	terrified.		10But	the	angel	said	to	them,	
“Do	not	be	afraid;	for	see—I	am	bringing	you	good news	of	
great	joy	for	all	the	people:		11to	you	is	born	this	day	in	the	city	
of	David	a Savior,	who	is	the	Messiah,	the Lord.	12This	will	
be	a	sign	for	you:	you	will	find	a	child	wrapped	in	bands	of	
cloth	and	lying	in	a	manger.”		13And	suddenly	there	was	with	
the	angel	a	multitude	of	the	heavenly	host,	praising	God	and	
saying,		
	

14“Glory	to	God	in	the	highest	heaven,	
	and	on	earth	peace	among	those	whom	he	favors!”		

	
15When	the	angels	had	left	them	and	gone	into	heaven,	the	
shepherds	said	to	one	another,	“Let	us	go	now	to	Bethlehem	and	
see	this	thing	that	has	taken	place,	which	the	Lord	has	made	
known	to	us.”	16So	they	went	with	haste	and	found	Mary	and	
Joseph,	and	the	child	lying	in	the	manger.	17When	they	saw	
this,	they	made	known	what	had	been	told	them	about	this	
child;	18and	all	who	heard	it	were	amazed	at	what	the	
shepherds	told	them.	19But	Mary treasured	all	these	words	
and	pondered	them	in	her	heart.	20The	shepherds	returned,	
glorifying	and	praising	God	for	all	they	had	heard	and	seen,	as	
it	had	been	told	them.	
 
 
Questions for the practice of Examen & Contemplation 
 
 

These scriptures seem highly political and politicized. They 
present a challenge to the status quo, the ruling order, 
suggesting that God has a different plan in store for the earth. 
 
  *How do you experience the story of Christmas….as primarily 
spiritual?; theological?; historical?; political? 
 
*How do you understand the message of peace on earth in this 
foundational story for Christianity?  How have we lost sight of 
the centrality of this message to the story?  How do we need to 
(re)claim it?  Talk to God of the hope you hear in the story, the 
hope you need and hunger for. 

registration	::	Luke	says	this	happened	during	a	
census	ordered	by	the	Emperor.		However	we	know	
there	was	no	empire-wide	census	under	Augustus.		And	
Luke	has	gotten	the	time	wrong.		Quirinius	was	not	
governor	of	Syria	until	6	CE,	after	the	death	of	Herod	the	
Great.		There	was	a	census	during	his	governership,	as	
well	as	a	rebellion	during	it	–	a	time	of	great	political	
unrest.		It’s	possible	that	Luke	has	made	some	historical	
mistakes,	while	insisting	up	the	notion	of	the	birth	of	
Jesus	in	a	time	of	great	political	uncertainty	and	rest.		He	
seems	to	be	focused	more	on	theological	development	of	
the	story	than	exact	historicity.				
	
a Savior..the Lord	::		Luke	is	contrasting	Jesus	with	
the	Emperor.		For	these	tiles	biblically	always	associated	
with	Jesus	were	established	historical	titles	used	by	the	
Emperor	Augusts	who	was	commonly	designated	as	
Kyrios	(the	title	we	translate	as	“Lord”).		He	also	was	
known	as	the	“savior	of	the	whole	world”	following	the	
civil	war	which	brought	him	to	power.		It	was	then	that	
he	established	peace	in	the	Empire	(by	destroying	his	
enemies	Cleopatra	and	Marc	Anthony).		The	peace	he	
brought	about	was	called	the	Pax	Augusta	(in	Latin)	what	
we	commonly	call	the	Pax	Romana.		Her	too	is	a	contrast	
between	Mary’s	baby	and	the	Emperor.		For	the	angels	
tell	of	the	peace	for	all	the	earth,	that	this	baby	will	bring,	
(unlike	that	of	Augustus	who	primarily	brought	peace	to	
the	Romans).		
	
the inn	::	what	we	typically	trnlaste	as	“inn”	in	most	
versions	is	a	Greek	word	that	means	more	along	this	
lines	of	“guest	room”	as	in	part	of	a	house,	quicte	
possibly	the	room	in	which	the	animals	would	sleep	at	
night.		Although	Luke	doesn’t	specifically	mention	any	
animals.	
	
manger	::	we	tend	to	think	of	this	meaning	the	house,	of	
shelter	in	which	they	are.		Yet	the	Greek	word	in	the	text	
refers	to	something	more	along	the	lines	of	a	container	
used	for	animal	feed	being	used	as	a	sort	of	crib.	
	
In	these	descriptions	Luke	insists	upon	the	poverty	of	
the	family	of	Jesus,	again	a	stark	contrast	with	the	
extravagant,	nearly	other-worldly,	wealth	of	Emperor	
Augustus.			
	
shepherds	::	they	were	the	poor,	usually	hired	hands,	
located	at	the	bottom	of	the	social	scale	in	society.		Here	
they	seem	to	own	their	own	sheep.		Do	they	represent	
the	poor?;	th	rulers	of	Israel	(compare	to	Ezekiel	24)?;	or	
maybe	they’re	meant	to	remind	us	of	another	famous	
Bethlehem	shepherd	–	David	(1	Samuel	16:11)?	
	
Mary treasured	…	pondered	::	Does	Mary	not	
understand	what’s	happening?		If	so,	how	is	that	after	
her	angelic	visions?		Is	this	a	reminder	that	it	was	not	
obvious	how	Jesus	would	replace	August	as	Lord	and	
Savior?	
	
	


