
SCRIPTURES FOR SUNDAY 1.1.2017 
NEW YEAR’S DAY  

	
	

Psalm	131	
New	Revised	Standard	Version	(NRSV)	

	
1O	Lord,	my	heart	is	not	lifted	up, 					
my	eyes	are	not	raised	too	high; 	
I do not occupy myself with things     
 too great and too marvelous for me.	
2	But	I	have	calmed	and	quieted	my	soul, 				
	like	a	weaned	child	with	its	mother; 					
my	soul	is	like	the	weaned	child	that	is	with	me.	
3	O	Israel,	hope	in	the	Lord 				
	from	this	time	on	and	forevermore.	

	
	

	
Luke	2:21-40	

New	Revised	Standard	Version	(NRSV)	
	
21	After	eight	days	had	passed,	it	was	time	to	circumcise	
the	child;	and	he	was	called	Jesus,	the	name	given	by	
the	angel	before	he	was	conceived	in	the	womb.	
	
22	When	the	time	came	for	their purification according 
to the law of Moses,	they	brought	him	up	to	Jerusalem	
to	present	him	to	the	Lord	23	(as it is written in the 
law of the Lord,	“Every	firstborn	male	shall	be	
designated	as	holy	to	the	Lord”),	24	and	they	offered	a	
sacrifice	according to what is stated in the law of 
the Lord, “a	pair	of	turtledoves	or	two	young	pigeons.”	
	
25	Now	there	was	a	man	in	Jerusalem	whose	name	was	
Simeon;	this	man	was	righteous	and	devout,	looking	
forward	to	the	consolation	of	Israel,	and	the	Holy	Spirit	
rested	on	him.	26	It	had	been	revealed	to	him	by	the	
Holy	Spirit	that	he	would	not	see	death	before	he	had	
seen	the	Lord’s	Messiah.		27	Guided	by	the	Spirit,	
Simeon	came	into	the	temple;	and	when	the	parents	
brought	in	the	child	Jesus,	to	do	for	him	what was 
customary under the law,	28	Simeon	took	him	in	his	
arms	and	praised	God,	saying,	
	
29	“Master,	now	you	are	dismissing	your	servant	in	
peace,	
				according	to	your	word;	
30	for	my	eyes	have	seen	your	salvation,	
31which	you	have	prepared	in	the	presence	of all 
peoples,	

The	Book	of	the	Psalms	are	a	collection	of	poems	and	
songs,	the	ancient	prayer	book	of	the	Hebrews,	used	
undoubtedly	by	Jesus	in	his	own	life.		Psalm	131	is	
inviting	prayer	to	humility	and	perspective.			
	
Song	of	Ascents	is	a	title	given	to	fifteen	of	the	Psalms,	
120–134,	each	starting	with	the	ascription	Shir	
Hama'aloth	(Hebrew:	ִׁשיר	הַמֲעלֹות,	meaning	"Song	of	
the	Ascents").		Many	scholars	believe	the	title	indicates	
that	these	psalms	were	sung	by	worshippers	as	they	
ascended	the	road	to	Jerusalem	to	attend	the	three	
pilgrim	festivals	[Deuteronomy	16:16].	Others	think	they	
were	sung	by	the	Levite	singers	as	they	ascended	the	
fifteen	steps	to	minister	at	the	Temple	in	Jerusalem.	(some	
content	from	wikipedia	entry)	
	
	I do not occupy myself with … ::		the	poet	is	talking	
about	heroic	exploits	or	achievements	to	rival	the	power	
of	God.		It’s	not	a	Marxist	retarding	of	human	
achievement	or	prohibition	of	seeking	understanding,	
but	rather	to	recognize	who	is	God,	and	who	is	not	
divinely	sovereign. 
 
The	gospel	of	Luke	is	written	with	a	Gentile	or	Greek-
speaking	cultured	people	in	mind.		The	Greek	language	is	
more	complex,	and	Hebraic	notions,	Jewish	practices	are	
explained	(whereas	in	Matthew	they	are	not).		Luke’s	
gospel	also	has	the	most	fleshed	out	version	of	the	birth	
story	of	Jesus.		Both	of	the	gospels	place	the	birth	of	Jesus	
during	the	reign	of	Herod	the	Great,	the	Roman	client	
king	of	Judea	(37-4	BCE),	but	Luke	takes	pains	to	place	
this	event	in	the	wider	perspective	of	the	world	context.		
Luke	contrasts	the	reign	of	Jesus	with	that	of	the	
Emperor	Augustus,	between	military	power	and	God’s	
power.		Curiously	only	Luke	contains	the	story	we	read	
today,	whereas	Matthew	tells	instead	of	the	visit	of	the	
Magi	[Matthew	2:1-12]	and	the	family’s	escape	of	King	
Herod	as	refugees	in	Egypt	[Matthew	2:13-18].	
	
their purification according to the law of Moses	::		
Luke	goes	out	of	his	way	to	insist	repeatedly	upon	the	
ways	in	which	this	young	family	seeks	to	obey	the	Torah,	
the	law	of	God	given	by	Moses.		This	demonstrates	their	
faithfulness	to	both	God	and	to	the	tradition	of	their	
people,	that	they	belong	to	the	Israelites	chosen	people	
of	God.		One	was	to	circumcise	and	name	a	son	on	the	8th	
day	(on	whole	Sabbath	after	birth).		A	new	mother	was	
to	wait	40	days	before	going	to	the	temple	to	offer	
sacrifice	for	her	purification.		It	could	be	a	lamb	(big	&	
expensive)	or	pigeon/dove	(common	&	cheap),	
depending	upon	the	family	wealth	[Leviticus	12:2-8;	
Exodus	13:12-13;	Numbers	3:11-13].		The	offering	given,	
is	like	the	one	for	Samuel	by	Hannah,	for	a	son	to	be	
consecrated	to	the	Lord.	
	
Simeon … ::		is	not	described	as	a	priest,	merely	a	resident	
of	Jerusalem	known	for	his	piety.		His	name	means	“God	
has	answered	me”		The	Spirit	comes	to	him	as	it	came	to	
Joseph	and	Mary	[Luke	2:21]	–	a	radical	continuity.	
	



32	a	light	for	revelation	to	the	Gentiles				

	and	for	glory	to	your	people	Israel.”	
	
3	3	And	the	child’s	father	and	mother	were	amazed	at	what	was	
being	said	about	him.		34	Then	Simeon	blessed	them	and	said	to	
his	mother	Mary,	“This	child	is	destined for the falling and the rising of 
many in	Israel,	and	to	be	a	sign	that	will	be	opposed	35	so	that	the	
inner	thoughts	of	many	will	be	revealed—and	a	sword	will	pierce	
your	own	soul	too.”	
	
36	There	was	also	a	prophet, Anna	the	daughter	of	Phanuel,	of	the	
tribe	of	Asher.	She	was	of	a	great	age,	having	lived	with	her	
husband	seven	years	after	her	marriage,	37	then	as	a	widow	to	
the	age	of	eighty-four.	She	never	left	the	temple	but	worshiped	
there	with	fasting	and	prayer	night	and	day.	38	At	that	moment	
she	came,	and	began	to	praise	God	and	to	speak	about	the	child	
to	all	who	were	looking	for	the	redemption	of	Jerusalem.		
	
39	When	they	had	finished everything required by the law of 
the Lord,	they	returned	to	Galilee,	to	their	own	town	of	
Nazareth.	40	The child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom; 
and the favor of God was upon him.	
	
	
	
 
Questions for the practice of Examen & Contemplation 
 
 

These scriptures reflect upon the majestic sovereignty of God.  The 
Lord is beyond our imagination, expectation and projection.  The 
psalmist poet points to humility as the key to knowing God and 
being known by God, like a child feeding at the breast of its loving 
mother.  The gospel selection insists upon faithfulness: the 
faithfulness of those in the story to God’s Ways – Jospeh, Mary, 
Simeon and Anna – and in particular to the way in which God is 
faithful to the divine promise and project first spoken to Abraham 
in Genesis 12.  
 
  *How do you experience God in your life?  Like a child that’s 
being breastfed, knowing where you are grounded, nourished and 
connected?  Or are you feeling more like an adolescent child these 
days, unsure of how to be who you are, to affirm your own identity 
while being grounded, nourished and connected to God?  Or are 
you a mixture of both developmental states?  How do you need to 
grow, become strong and be filled with wisdom as you seek to 
listen to God and walk with the Lord in all of your life? 
 
*How do you understand the message of peace on earth in this 
continuing nativity story, which is foundational for Christianity?  
How have we lost sight of the centrality of this message to the 
story?  How do we need to (re)claim it?  Talk to God of the hope 
you hear in the story, the hope you need and hunger for.	 

Simeon	utters	a	citation	of	Isaiah	42:6,	(following)	
“sing[ing]	to	the	Lord	a	new	song,	[of]		his	praise	from	
the	end	of	the	earth!”	Isaiah	42:10.		His	words	connect	
the	child	with	the	Messianic	promise	of	Isaiah	(which	has	
peppered	the	story	of	his	birth	in	Luke).			
	
“5Thus	says	God,	the	Lord,	
				who	created	the	heavens	and	stretched	them	out,	
				who	spread	out	the	earth	and	what	comes	from	it,	
who	gives	breath	to	the	people	upon	it	
				and	spirit	to	those	who	walk	in	it:	
6	I	am	the	Lord,	I	have	called	you	in	righteousness,	
				I	have	taken	you	by	the	hand	and	kept	you;	
I	have	given	you	as	a	covenant	to	the	people,	
				a	light	to	the	nations,	
7					to	open	the	eyes	that	are	blind,	
to	bring	out	the	prisoners	from	the	dungeon,	
				from	the	prison	those	who	sit	in	darkness.	
8	I	am	the	Lord,	that	is	my	name;	
				my	glory	I	give	to	no	other,	
				nor	my	praise	to	idols.	
9	See,	the	former	things	have	come	to	pass,	
				and	new	things	I	now	declare;	
before	they	spring	forth,	
				I	tell	you	of	them.”					-	Isaiah	42:5-9	
	of all peoples … ::		the	poetry	invoked	from	Isaiah,	
and	the	words	of	Simeon	insist	upon	the	universal	
salvation	that	the	child	will	offer,	for	all	Jews	&	Gentiles.	
 

destined for the falling and the rising of many … ::		last	the	
apostle	Paul	writes,	describing	this	this	paradox	as	:	22	
For	Jews	demand	signs	and	Greeks	desire	wisdom,	23	but	
we	proclaim	Christ	crucified,	a	stumbling	block	to	Jews	
and	foolishness	to	Gentiles,	24	but	to	those	who	are	the	
called,	both	Jews	and	Greeks,	Christ	the	power	of	God	
and	the	wisdom	of	God.	25	For	God’s	foolishness	is	wiser	
than	human	wisdom,	and	God’s	weakness	is	stronger	
than	human	strength.”	1	Corinthians	1:22-25		
 

prophet, Anna::		the	name	Anna	is	a	derivative	of	Hannah	
(graciousness)	–	who	also	praised	God	for	the	birth	of	
the	child	Samuel	as	Anna	does	the	child	Jesus.		Other	
prophetesses	in	the	Hebrew	Scriptures	include	Miriam	
[Exodus	15:20],	Deborah	[Judges	4;4],	Huidah	[2	Kings	
22:14]	and	the	daughters	of	Philip	[Acts	21:9].	
 

The child grew … ::				Luke’s	narrative	recalls	the	
metaphorical	poetry	of	Isaiah	11:1-5	which	talks	of	God’s	
chosen	one	who	will	come:		
“1A	shoot	shall	come	out	from	the	stump	of	Jesse,			
and	a	branch	shall	grow	out	of	his	roots.	
2	The	spirit	of	the	Lord	shall	rest	on	him,	
				the	spirit	of	wisdom	and	understanding,	
				the	spirit	of	counsel	and	might,	
				the	spirit	of	knowledge	and	the	fear	of	the	Lord.	
3	His	delight	shall	be	in	the	fear	of	the	Lord.	
He	shall	not	judge	by	what	his	eyes	see,	
				or	decide	by	what	his	ears	hear;	
4	but	with	righteousness	he	shall	judge	the	poor,	
				and	decide	with	equity	for	the	meek	of	the	earth;	
he	shall	strike	the	earth	with	the	rod	of	his	mouth,	


