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UNCOMFORTABLE CHRISTIANITY 
…What helps one person won’t help another, and even what helps one day might not help 
the next.  Growing up, I was taught to follow the Golden Rule:  treat others as you want to 
be treated.  But when someone is suffering, instead of following the Golden Rule, we need 
to follow the Platinum Rule:  treat others as they want to be treated.  Take a cue from the 
person in distress and respond with understanding—better yet, action.”  Sheryl Sandberg, 
“Option B - Facing adversity, building resilience and finding joy.” P 51  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“Teacher, which commandment in the law is the greatest?”  He said to him, “You shall 
love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your 
mind.’ This is the greatest and first commandment.  And a second is like it: ‘You shall 
love your neighbor as yourself.’  On these two commandments hang all the law and the 
prophets.”  Matthew 22:36-40
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The above picture is of my grandchildren (that I claim, biological and extended).  Nine girls and 
three boys.  Aged 21 years to 8 months  (the 21 year old is missing she had to work).  I love this 
picture because it reminds me of that saying, “You can’t please all the people all the time “  and 
“God has a sense of humor!”     My little Apollo was not having it for the photo shoot.  The picture 
not seen is the one with the parents who came prepared with snacks, offers of bribes, and the 
giving up to make Apollo do what he needed to make the picture perfect!  And the picture was 
perfect!


This weekend I have been tasked with the theme, “Uncomfortable Christianity.”   This is not an 
easy topic to tackle in a weekend.  I have done my best to provide articles for your reflection and 
provide opportunities to have conversations with each other.  I also know that often things don’t go 
as planned and plans need to be changed up depending on circumstances.  So with the help of 
the Holy Spirit we will proceed knowing that God may intervene. 


You may be offended by some of the articles or conversations regarding “What the Lord requires 
of us.”  I ask that each of you remember that you come to the conversation with your own 
perspective, based on your own experiences of family, work, and culture. Each perspective is 
valued.  What is not valued is dismissing another’s point of view.   Please feel free to pull me aside 
during the weekend to share your thoughts and if I have offended you in anyway, let’s talk about it.


I just recently retired from Bethel Community Presbyterian Church.  I hadn’t planned on retiring for 
a couple of years but the church faced a financial challenge and I decided to retire early after 18 
years at Bethel.  A whole new concept for me about not having a regular job since I started 
working full time at the age of 16.  My other vocations after starting out as a playground supervisor 
moved on to working for the federal government, Stockton Unified School District, the California 
Legislature and finally Bethel.


My perspective on life and faith is shaped by my experiences as a Filipina-American, Woman, 
Pastor, Divorcee, Wife, Mother, Lola (Fiipino for Grandmother), and much more!.  Also my life and 
family experiences are shaped by my husband, Joel,  with whom I just celebrated 35 years of 
marriage. 


Blessings and Love,

Sarah 
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SESSION 1 FRIDAY 8-9PM

WELCOME


Affirmation of Faith   
by Scott Cervas, pastor at Meadowthorpe 
Presbyterian Church (Lexington, KY)

Moses, Nehemiah, Jesus,
and many other leaders in the stories of 
scripture brought hope with their courage to 
speak against injustice by calling out those 
responsible, and saying:

“What you are doing isn’t good!” 

Susan B. Anthony, Martin Luther King, Jr., 
Nelson Mandela, and may other leaders in the 
history of the world brought hope with their 
courage to speak against injustice
by calling out those responsible, and saying:

“What you are doing isn’t good!” 

Dietrich Bonhoeffer famously said,
“The church is only the church when it exists for 
others.” He wrote those words while he was in a 
Nazi prison, because he had the courage to 
speak against injustice by calling out those 
responsible, and saying: 

“What you are doing isn’t good!” 

We don’t have to write books from prison,
but we ARE the church…
and we ARE a community whose purpose
is to exist for others…

So we MUST have the courage to speak 
against injustice by calling out those 
responsible, and saying,
“What you are doing isn’t good!” 

…and may our words be followed by our 
actions,  so that God’s light might shine 
bright in the world.
Amen.

PREVIEW OF WEEKEND 

Theme Uncomfortable Christianity. Or

“Jesus, you want me to do what?”


1.  Ground Rules for Conversation (Large 
or Small Group)

2. Be mindful of those folks who need 
processing time (introverts and extroverts)

3. JOHN 8;1-11

4.  Readings for the weekend

5.  Security Blankets/Lovies/ NeNe

What provides you comfort?

Why do you need….


Sample/Example of a security blanket

What terms/labels/issues make people 
you know uncomfortable?  (Not a time for 
confession)


Between the Christianity of this land, 
and the Christianity of Christ, I 
recognize the widest possible 

difference.  Frederick Douglass
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GUIDELINES 

adapted from “The Wolf Shall Dwell with the Lamb,” by Eric H. F. Law 

Mutual Invitation is used to ensure that everyone in the group has an opportunity to speak. 

A designated person will share first. After that person has spoken, he or she then invites 
another to share. Whom you invite does not need to be the person next to you. After the 
next person has spoken, that person is given the privilege to invite another to share. If you 
don’t want to say anything simply say “pass” and invite another to share. We will do this 
until everyone has been invited to speak. 

Communication Guidelines: 

R-Right or Wrong. We are not here to debate who is right or wrong. We are here to 
experience dialogue in which we strive to communicate honestly and actively. 

E-Experts. Our leaders are not Experts! Their role is to provide a structure and process by 
which we can better communicate with each other. 

S-Speak with awareness. We recognize  that we have preconceived assumptions and 
perceptions about others. Some are conscious; some are unconscious. We invite you to be 
aware of how they influence the way you listen and interpret other’s words and actions. We 
also invite you to be aware of how these assumptions affect the way you speak and act in 
the group 

P - Personal experiences. We invite you to  take responsibility for what you say and what 
you say on behalf of a group. We also invite you to speak with worlds that others can hear 
and understand, and whenever possible, use specific personal examples that relate to the 
topic being discussed. 

E - Expand your listening sense to include not just words but also feelings being expressed, 
nonverbal communication such as body language and different ways of using silence. 

C - Communicate without blaming others. We invite you to take responsibility for your own 
feelings as they surface. Feelings may be triggered by particular words or actions but they 
may or not be directly related to the particular interaction. When that happens, simply 
communicate that feeling without blaming others. In doing so, members of the group can 
hear and learn constructively the consequences of our words and actions. 
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T-Trust. We invite you to hold the personal information shared here in confidence because 
only in this way can we feel free to say what is in our minds and hearts. 

In addition, Sarah’s Process:

1) You might have a lot to say however, once you have made a statement.  You may not 
speak again until two people have shared their thoughts.   We’ve all been in groups 
where just a couple of people take more time than others. (I’ve been guilty of this!). Be 
aware of who isn’t speaking.

2) There is a difference between folks who need to process information and take time to 
speak and those who don’t.   Before each small group please take a moment or two to 
just sit before delving into the subject matter this might just be quiet or a prayer.

3) Facilitators’ role is to ensure that all voices are invited to share and the discussion stays 
on track. I will give small groups an assignment.   If you have finished your work, you 
may share what’s going on in your life.

4) I work with the nudging and prodding of the Holy Spirit and sometimes I may change 
things up. 

5) A security blanket.   

I need to have new lens of I’m just a 

piece of 

Family   ? 
ALLY/FRIEND/ADVOCATE
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I need to  say 
Something!!
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JOHN 8 NIV
[The earliest manuscripts and many other ancient witnesses do not have 
John 7:53—8:11. A few manuscripts include these verses, wholly or in 
part, after John 7:36, John 21:25, Luke 21:38 or Luke 24:53.]

1 but Jesus went to the Mount of Olives. 2 At dawn he appeared again in the 
temple courts, where all the people gathered around him, and he sat down to 
teach them. 3 The teachers of the law and the Pharisees brought in a woman 
caught in adultery. They made her stand before the group 4 and said to Jesus, 
“Teacher, this woman was caught in the act of adultery. 5 In the Law Moses 
commanded us to stone such women. Now what do you say?” 6 They were 
using this question as a trap, in order to have a basis for accusing him. But 
Jesus bent down and started to write on the ground with his finger. 7 When 
they kept on questioning him, he straightened up and said to them, “Let any 
one of you who is without sin be the first to throw a stone at her.” 8 Again he 
stooped down and wrote on the ground. 9 At this, those who heard began to go 
away one at a time, the older ones first, until only Jesus was left, with the 
woman still standing there. 10 Jesus straightened up and asked her, “Woman, 
where are they? Has no one condemned you?” 11 “No one, sir,” she said. 
“Then neither do I condemn you,” Jesus declared. “Go now and leave your life 
of sin.”

Dispute Over Jesus’ Testimony
12 When Jesus spoke again to the people, he said, “I am the light of the world. 
Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.” 
13 The Pharisees challenged him, “Here you are, appearing as your own 
witness; your testimony is not valid.” 14 Jesus answered, “Even if I testify on 
my own behalf, my testimony is valid, for I know where I came from and where 
I am going. But you have no idea where I come from or where I am going. 15 
You judge by human standards; I pass judgment on no one. 16 But if I do 
judge, my decisions are true, because I am not alone. I stand with the Father, 
who sent me. 17 In your own Law it is written that the testimony of two 
witnesses is true. 18 I am one who testifies for myself; my other witness is the 
Father, who sent me.” 19 Then they asked him, “Where is your father?” “You do 
not know me or my Father,” Jesus replied. “If you knew me, you would know 
my Father also.” 20 He spoke these words while teaching in the temple courts 
near the place where the offerings were put. Yet no one seized him, because 
his hour had not yet come.
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Dispute Over Who Jesus Is
21 Once more Jesus said to them, “I am going away, and 
you will look for me, and you will die in your sin. Where I 

go, you cannot come.” 22 This made the Jews ask, 
“Will he kill himself? Is that why he says, ‘Where I go, 
you cannot come’?” 23 But he continued, “You are 

from below; I am from above. You are of this world; I am 
not of this world. 24 I told you that you would die in your 

sins; if you do not believe that I am he, you will indeed die 
in your sins.” 25 “Who are you?” they asked. “Just what I 
have been telling you from the beginning,” Jesus replied. 

26 “I have much to say in judgment of you. But he who sent 
me is trustworthy, and what I have heard from him I tell the world.” 27 They did 
not understand that he was telling them about his Father. 28 So Jesus said, 
“When you have lifted up the Son of Man, then you will know that I am he and 
that I do nothing on my own but speak just what the Father has taught me. 29 
The one who sent me is with me; he has not left me alone, for I always do what 
pleases him.” 30 Even as he spoke, many believed in him.

Dispute Over Whose Children Jesus’ Opponents Are
31 To the Jews who had believed him, Jesus said, “If you hold to my teaching, 
you are really my disciples. 32 Then you will know the truth, and the truth will 
set you free.” 33 They answered him, “We are Abraham’s descendants and 
have never been slaves of anyone. How can you say that we shall be set free?” 
34 Jesus replied, “Very truly I tell you, everyone who sins is a slave to sin. 35 
Now a slave has no permanent place in the family, but a son belongs to it 
forever. 36 So if the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed. 37 I know that 
you are Abraham’s descendants. Yet you are looking for a way to kill me, 
because you have no room for my word. 38 I am telling you what I have seen in 
the Father’s presence, and you are doing what you have heard from your 
father.” 39 “Abraham is our father,” they answered. “If you were Abraham’s 
children,” said Jesus, “then you would do what Abraham did. 40 As it is, you are 
looking for a way to kill me, a man who has told you the truth that I heard from 
God. Abraham did not do such things. 41 You are doing the works of your own 
father.” “We are not illegitimate children,” they protested. “The only Father we 
have is God himself.” 42 Jesus said to them, “If God were your Father, you 
would love me, for I have come here from God. I have not come on my own; 
God sent me. 43 Why is my language not clear to you? Because you are 
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unable to hear what I say. 44 You belong to your father, the devil, and you want 
to carry out your father’s desires. He was a murderer from the beginning, not 
holding to the truth, for there is no truth in him. When he lies, he speaks his 
native language, for he is a liar and the father of lies. 45 Yet because I tell the 
truth, you do not believe me! 46 Can any of you prove me guilty of sin? If I am 
telling the truth, why don’t you believe me? 47 Whoever belongs to God hears 
what God says. The reason you do not hear is that you do not belong to God.”

Jesus’ Claims About Himself
48 The Jews answered him, “Aren’t we right in saying that you are a Samaritan 
and demon-possessed?” 49 “I am not possessed by a demon,” said Jesus, 
“but I honor my Father and you dishonor me. 50 I am not seeking glory for 
myself; but there is one who seeks it, and he is the judge. 51 Very truly I tell 
you, whoever obeys my word will never see death.” 52 At this they exclaimed, 
“Now we know that you are demon-possessed! Abraham died and so did the 
prophets, yet you say that whoever obeys your word will never taste death. 53 
Are you greater than our father Abraham? He died, and so did the prophets. 
Who do you think you are?” 54 Jesus replied, “If I glorify myself, my glory 
means nothing. My Father, whom you claim as your God, is the one who 
glorifies me. 55 Though you do not know him, I know him. If I said I did not, I 
would be a liar like you, but I do know him and obey his word. 56 Your father 
Abraham rejoiced at the thought of seeing my day; he saw it and was glad.” 
57 “You are not yet fifty years old,” they said to him, “and you have seen 
Abraham!” 58 “Very truly I tell you,” Jesus answered, “before Abraham was 
born, I am!” 59 At this, they picked up stones to stone him, but Jesus hid 
himself, slipping away from the temple ground.


"I am only trying to call attention to a fact; the fact that this year, or this 
month, or, more likely, this very day, we have failed to practise ourselves the 

kind of behaviour we expect from other people."  
- C.S. Lewis 
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Faith Expressed as Love by Brian McClaren
We could say that Christian faith (like many other faiths) was an engine of 
human cultural evolution when it came on the scene. It introduced new beliefs 
into human consciousness that liberated millions from older and less helpful 
beliefs. (Those beliefs themselves may have been liberating and helpful when 
they were first introduced, but having fulfilled their purpose became unhelpful 
and even imprisoning.)  

But eventually, by defining itself as a settled system of beliefs, Christianity . . . 
became a leash or a locked door impeding ongoing growth instead of a force for 
liberation and forward movement. 

That’s why members of the Christian faith (like members of many other faiths) 
now face this critical question: must we stay where we are, forever defining 
ourselves as a system of beliefs, or may we migrate to a new understanding of 
Christian faith as a way of life . . . ? If such a migration is possible, how would 
we describe that way of life . . . ? 

If we are to be truly Christian, it makes sense to turn to Jesus for the answer. 

Of the many radical things said and done by Jesus, his unflinching emphasis on 
love was the most radical of all. Love was the greatest commandment, he said 
(Matthew 22:37-40). It was his new commandment, his prime directive—love 
for God, for self, for neighbor, for stranger, . . . and even for enemy, as he 
himself modeled. The new commandment of love meant neither beliefs nor 
words, neither taboos, systems, structures nor the labels that enshrined them 
mattered most. Love decentered [and] relativized everything else; love took 
priority over everything else.  

Early in his life, Paul (then known as Saul) had no time for this kind of love 
talk. He was a religious-correctness man, not a love man. To guard the purity of 
his code, he was even willing to kill (Acts 9:1). But Paul was converted, deeply 
converted, and he migrated from religious correctness to love. 

In fact, in his writings he not only echoed Jesus’s radical proposal but made it 
even more explicit. There were nearly nine hundred rules identified by his 
religion, but you could trade them all up for this one, he said: “The only thing 
that matters is faith expressing itself in love” (Galatians 5:6).  
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Jesus and Paul were not denying their religion . . . ; they were faithfully 
extending it, letting it grow and flow forward. In Jesus’s words, they weren’t 
“abolishing the law,” but rather they were “fulfilling it”—fulfilling its intent, 
fulfilling its potential (Matthew 5:17). Love was already part of the tradition, as 
Deuteronomy 6:5 makes clear; they were saying it was the most important part 
of the tradition. They were decentering old things—religious rules, temples, 
sacrifice, hierarchies, and the like—and recentering the tradition on love. 

REFLECTIONS/QUESTIONS 

"Suffering is whenever you're not in control." - Richard Rohr 
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Is your Jesus White? Here's how you can tell by Rev. Dr. Reggie Williams, 
August 2017

If the Christianity embraced at your church sees the goal of the gospel as 
saving souls from a fiery hell, and matters like social justice, anti-racism, etc... 
are distractions, your Jesus is white.

If the Christianity embraced at your church makes a priority of "personal 
relationship with Jesus," and talks about racism as a problem for individuals, to 
be addressed within their hearts, your Jesus is white.

If the Christianity embraced at your church makes personal/individual sin the 
focus of Jesus' work and the goal of discipleship, and never talks about social 
and systemic evil, your Jesus is white.

White Jesus emphasizes orthodoxy, omitting orthopraxis, and orthopathos (the 
condition of one's heart towards others, i.e. compassion). For him, Christian 
discipleship is bound up in pedagogy and right belief, with little or nothing to do 
with concrete social engagement with real human life.

If as a Christian, you are able to, "see beyond some of the flaws" of this current 
administration, your Jesus is white.

If the historical oppression of minoritized people is "also sin," but not a primary 
focus of the mission of the church, your Jesus is white.

It may be safe to say that the predominant expression of Christianity within the 
United States is devoted to a white Jesus. One does not need to be white to be 
a devotee. Whiteness is about more than skin color, it is a political marker, a 
biological organizing scheme, a socio-political constructed ideology of human 
difference, historically arranging human beings according to a hierarchy of 
human difference (worth) with men defined as white on the top (in many black 
churches, masculinity alone will count as prerequisite for placement on the top 
spot). 

White Jesus is the ideological/theological justification of that worldview, 
representing the top of the hierarchy, the perfect human--white, masculine, 
sovereign, risen with all power--and the Christianity he represents is ideological 
support for that biopolitical arrangement. He represents the values and ideals 
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of white, Western civilization, and his divinity is the justification for its 
righteousness, the righteousness of white Western civilization, even the U.S. 
Constitution. He has so embedded within whiteness that to trouble it is 
necessarily to engage whiteness, and vice versa. Indeed, he is theological 
mobilization of whiteness/white supremacy. This brand of Christianity will talk 
about racial reconciliation and justice, using the tools of whiteness and white 
supremacy, with the effect of securing the work of racism, making peace with 
the hierarchy. They simply make nice with white supremacy. It's language of 
"diversity" and "multiculturalism" doesn't finally address the way it's very 
Christianity is shaped to identify white masculinity with divinity, in the worship of 
White Jesus.

White Jesus was born in Europe, not Bethlehem. There were slave boats 
named after him, he had chapels on top of slave dungeons where people 
worshipped him, and raped kidnapped, terrified African women. In the U.S. 
slave owners delivered sermons about him, demanding obedience to him from 
their slaves. He was their justification for kidnapping, genocide, slavery, rape, 
and a host of historical brutalities. White Jesus is the Jesus born out of white 
sovereign European imperial lust for blood and soil, and anywhere colonialism 
has lingered or left its mark, Christians still love him.

REFLECTIONS/QUESTIONS 

" 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Fr. James Martin, SJ: 

 "Every time you shout 'White 
Power!' you might as well be 

shouting 'Crucify him!’… 

And any time you lift your hand 
in a Nazi salute, you might as 

well be lifting your hand to nail 
Jesus to the Cross.
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Taken from a sermon by Brant S. Copeland, Pastor 
First Presbyterian Church, Tallahassee, Florida


…Victor Klemperor, a scholar who chronicled Germany’s descent into fascist barbarism, 
maintains that with the rise of the Third Reich, we witnessed the death of the truth. I am not 
an historian, but I recall Jesus’ promise, “You shall know the truth, and the truth will set 
you free.”

 

            When the truth dies, freedom dies with it.

 

            And truth is a rare commodity in contemporary America. Timothy Snyder, the author 
of On Tyranny, believes that truth is dying in America in much the same way it died in Nazi 
Germany. Truth died in four modes with the rise of Hitler, according to Professor Kemperor.
[3]

 

          The first mode is open hostility to empirical reality. This involves brandishing 
fabrications and lies as facts, and sticking with them, no matter how widely they are 
debunked. Examples include the president’s insistence that millions of people voted 
fraudulently in the 2016 elections, and that human-caused climate change is a hoax. Over 
time, this hostility to empirical reality creates an alternative universe – a bubble of 
“alternative facts.” 

 

            The second mode in which truth died under the Nazis is through shamanistic 
incantation, the constant repetition of crude smears and slogans. The leader repeats these 
over and over until, through sheer repetition, they acquire the aura of “truthiness.” 
Examples include such slurs as “Lyin’ Ted,” and “Crooked Hillary,” and slogans such as 
“Lock her up.” 

 

            This reminds me of the prophet Jeremiah’s complaint that nobody in Jerusalem in 
his day was paying attention to what was happening around them. The residents of 
Jerusalem just kept chanting, This is the temple of the Lord, the temple of the Lord, the 
temple of the Lord. [4]Shamanistic incantation.

 

            Number three is magical thinking, a byproduct of exalting feelings over reason. 
This enables people to believe contradictory things and even to give credence to their own 
fabrications. 

 

            Number four is misplaced faith, as in “I alone can solve it.” 

 

            I think, for us Christians, number four is most disturbing sign of the death of truth. 
You and I don’t put our faith in any person apart from Jesus Christ. When we do, that 
person becomes an idol, and you and I become idol worshipers…
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SESSION 2 - 9:30-Noon. Break at 10:30

Reflections on night reading


John 8:12-30


Who is Jesus? 

What is the motivation to follow Jesus?

What makes it difficult to follow Jesus or do the 

Right thing?  


REFLECTION:

Article - Excerpts of a Sermon by Brian Copeland


1) Small Group Discussion 10:00-10:30

What are the most difficult challenges to you, family,

The church in following Jesus (make list)

Does your reaction make you sad, angry, content, 
puzzled, complete


Large Group  Discussion:10:45 - 11:15



2) 11:15-Noon Small Group Discussion 

JOHN 8;31-47


Article - Is your Jesus White?

Describe the Jesus you follow


From all your descriptions of Jesus

List Jesus’s characteristics


11:30NOON. Large Group Discussion
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“We must always take sides. Neutrality helps 
the oppressor, never the victim. Silence 
encourages the tormentor, never the 
tormented."-Wiesel


"We are all implicated when we allow other 
people to be mistreated. An absence of 
compassion can corrupt the decency of a 
community, a state, a nation. Fear and anger 
can make us vindictive and abusive, unjust 
and unfair, until we all suffer from the 
absence of mercy and we condemn 
ourselves as much as we victimize others." 
Bryan Stevenson
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SESSION 3 7:30-9PM

JOHN 8: 48-59


So what?  Now What?

Why do anything?

Resource form Southern Poverty Law Center


3)Small Group 8:15-9PM Conversation

Article  -  Gracious Anger

How to address the uncomfortableness

Or the opposite how to make me/us/the church

Practice our faith in Christ that moves me/us/the church

Out of the comfort zone.

Make a list of now what? (Pick 5 issues)


SUNDAY SESSION 4 9:45-10:30


4) Small Group Exercise

Write a prayer/litany/poem

Bring your security blankets to Worship


James 2:14 - What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if someone claims to have faith 
but has no deeds? Can such faith save them? 

First Presbyterian Church Alameda College Avenue PCUSA, Oakland �15



Uncomfortable Christianity St. Dorothy’s Rest September 8-10,  2017

July 19, 2016


Richard Cohen


President


Each year, the Southern Poverty Law Center, of which I am the president, compiles and 
publishes a census of domestic hate groups. 


Our list, which is cited extensively by journalists, academics and government officials alike, 
provides an important barometer—not the only one, of course—to help us understand the 
state of hate and extremism in America.


In recent weeks, we’ve received a number of requests to name Black Lives Matter a hate 
group, particularly in the wake of the murders of eight police officers in Dallas and Baton 
Rouge. Numerous conservative commentators have joined the chorus. There is even a 
Change.org petition calling for the hate group label.


In our view, these critics fundamentally misunderstand the nature of hate groups and the 
BLM movement.


Generally speaking, hate groups are, by our definition, those that vilify entire groups of 
people based on immutable characteristics such as race or ethnicity. Federal law takes a 
similar approach.


While it’s no surprise, given our country’s history, that most domestic hate groups hold 
white supremacist views, there are a number of black organizations on our hate group list 
as well.


A prime example is the New Black Panther Party (NBPP), whose leaders are known for anti-
Semitic and anti-white tirades. Its late chairman, Khalid Abdul Muhammad, famously 
remarked, “There are no good crackers, and if you find one, kill him before he changes.” 
Bobby Seale, a founding member of the original Black Panther Party, has called the NBPP a 
“black racist hate group.”


We have heard nothing remotely comparable to the NBPP’s bigotry from the founders and 
most prominent leaders of the Black Lives Matter movement and nothing at all to suggest 
that the bulk of the demonstrators hold supremacist or black separatist views. Thousands 
of white people across America – indeed, people of all races – have marched in solidarity 
with African Americans during BLM marches, as is clear from the group’s website. The 
movement’s leaders also have condemned violence.


There’s no doubt that some protesters who claim the mantle of Black Lives Matter have 
said offensive things, like the chant “pigs in a blanket, fry ‘em like bacon” that was heard at 
one rally. But before we condemn the entire movement for the words of a few, we should 
ask ourselves whether we would also condemn the entire Republican Party for the racist 
words of its presumptive nominee – or for the racist rhetoric of many other politicians in the 
party over the course of years.    
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Many of its harshest critics claim that Black Lives Matter’s very name is anti-white, hence 
the oft-repeated rejoinder “all lives matter.” This notion misses the point entirely. Black lives 
matter because they have been marginalized throughout our country’s history and because 
white lives have always mattered more in our society. As BLM puts it, the movement stands 
for “the simple proposition that ‘black lives also matter.’”


The backlash to BLM, in some ways, reflects a broad sense of unease among white people 
who worry about the cultural changes in the country and feel they are falling behind in a 
country that is rapidly growing more diverse in a globalizing world. We consistently see this 
phenomenon in surveys showing that large numbers of white people believe racial 
discrimination against them is as pervasive, or more so, than it is against African 
Americans.


It’s the same dynamic that researchers at Harvard Business School described in a recent 
study: White people tend to see racism as a zero-sum game, meaning that gains for African 
Americans come at their expense. Black people see it differently. From their point of view, 
the rights pie can get bigger for everyone.


Black Lives Matter is not a hate group. But the perception that it is racist illustrates the 
problem. Our society as a whole still does not accept that racial injustice remains pervasive. 
And, unfortunately, the fact that white people tend to see race as a zero-sum game may 
actually impede progress.


	 	 	 	 	 	 � 
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TEN WAYS TO FIGHT HATE, Southern Poverty Law Center 


Hate in America has become commonplace. A pres- idential candidate wins election after 
denigrating Muslims, Latinos, women and people with disabilities. A young white man 
opens fire and kills nine African Americans who welcomed him into Bible study at a church 
in Charleston, South Carolina, telling his vic- tims, “I have to do it.” A Muslim woman is 
seated on a bench in front of a co ee shop in Washington, D.C., when a woman begins 
screaming anti-Muslim epithets. A swastika and other anti-Semitic gra ti appear at an 
elementary school in Stapleton, Colorado. A lone gunman carrying an assault rifle and a 
handgun storms a well-known gay club in Orlando, Florida, kill- ing 49 people and 
wounding 53 others. What can we do to STOP THE HATE?


Bias is a human condition, and American history is rife with prejudice against groups and 
individuals because of their race, religion, disability, sexual orientation, or other 
characteristics. As a nation, we’ve made a lot of progress, but stereotyping and unequal 
treatment persist.


When bias motivates an unlawful act, it is considered a hate crime. Most hate crimes are 
inspired by race and religion, but hate today wears many faces. Bias incidents (eruptions of 
hate where no crime is commit- ted) also tear communities apart and can escalate into 
actual crimes.


Since 2010, law enforcement agencies have reported an average of about 6,000 hate crime 
incidents per year to the FBI. But government studies show that the real number is far 
higher — an estimated 260,000 per year. Many hate crimes never get reported, in large part 
because the victims are reluctant to go to the police. In addition, many law enforcement 
agencies are not fully trained to recognize or investigate hate crimes, and many simply do 
not collect or report hate crime data to the FBI.


THE GOOD NEWS IS ...

All over the country people are fighting hate, standing up to promote toler- ance and 
inclusion. More often than not, when hate  ares up, good people rise up against it — often 
in greater numbers and with stronger voices.


This guide sets out 10 principles with action plans for fighting hate in your community.


1. Act - Do something. In the face of hatred, apathy will be interpreted as acceptance by 
the perpetrators, the public, and—worse—the victims.  Community members must take 
action; if we don’t, hate persists.


2. Join Forces.  Reach out to allies from churches, schools, clubs, and other civic groups.  
Create a diverse coalition.  Include children, police and the media.  Gather ideas from 
everyone, and get everyone involved.
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3. Support the Victims.  Hate crimes victims are especially vulnerable.  If you’re a victime, 
report every incident—in detail—and ask for help.  If you learn about a hate crime victim 
in your community, show support.  Let victims know you care.  Surround them with 
comfort and protection.


4. Speak Up.  Hate be exposed and denounced.  Help news organizations achieve 
balance and depth Do not debate group members in conflict driven forums. Instead, 
speak up in ways that draw attention away from hate, toward unity.tolerance


5. Educate Yourself. An informed campaign improves its effectiveness.  Determine if a 
hate group is involved, and research its symbols and agenda.   Understand the 
difference between a hate crime and bias incident.


6. Create an Alternative.  Do not attend a hate rally.  Find another outlet for anger and 
frustration and for people’s desire to do something away from hate.


7. Pressure leaders.  Elected officials and other community leaders can be important 
allies.  But some must overcome reluctance—and others—before they are able to take 
a stand. 


8. Stay Engaged. Promote acceptance and address bias before another hate crime can 
occur.  Expand your comfort zone by reaching out to people outside your own groups. 


9. Teach Acceptance, Bias is learned early, often at home.  Schools can offer lessons of 
tolerance and acceptance.   Host a diversity and inclusion day on campus.  Reach out 
to young people who may be susceptible to hate group propaganda and prejudice.


10. Dig Deeper.  Look inside yourself for biases and stereotypes.  Commit to disrupting 
hate and intolerance at home, at school, in the workplace and faith communities.


If you would like a copy of the guide,  with more detail you can down load it from copies are 
available or it maybe download from the Southern Poverty Law Center web page 
www.splc.org.  A few copies are available today for those who don’t have the opportunity  
to download.   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While Vu Le is writing to non-profits, he's really talking to all of us.
Where do you practice gracious anger?
Charlottesville and a time for gracious anger

[Image description: A raging fire in the background. In the foreground is the silhouette of a 
wooden chair and some branches. Image obtained from Pixabay.com]

Hi everyone. If you have been reading the news this weekend about the white 
supremacists, hooded KKK members, and Nazis protesting in Charlottesville 
and the car the plowed into counter-protesters, killing several and injuring 

dozens of others, and our president’s 
cowardly response blaming “both sides,” 
you may be feeling a combination of 
weariness and hopelessness and anger. 
And fear for the people we love and for 
our country, the United States. This 
feeling has become familiar these past 
few months. I don’t really know what to 
say in this post. I know the arc of the 
moral universe is long but it bends…I 
don’t know. In recent months it seems 

that this arc is bending the opposite way, 
toward injustice, racism, misogyny, bigotry. “The heat here is nothing compared 
to what you’re going to get in the ovens,” says a white supremacist in the 
protest. It seems our side, the side that fights for inclusivity and justice and 
compassion, is losing.

A while ago, a colleague of mine, Nancy Long of 501 Commons, shared with 
me her philosophy of cultivating gratitude and impatience and how we must 
work toward a balance between the two, the balance of appreciating what we 
have, but to be impatient and to use that energy to push for change. This 
concept has stuck with me over the years; it is wise counsel on some of the 
darkest days.

Reflecting on Nancy’s words, I realize the horrible events and the state of 
generalized fear and anxiety of the past few months require us to balance 
something more difficult than Gratitude and Impatience, and that is Grace and 
Anger.
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We must be angry, because the danger of not being angry is that we become 
complacent. We acquiesce to injustice instead of confronting it. We accept 
racism and xenophobia as normal, as part of the natural order or free speech 
or whatever, instead of seeing these things for the horrors that they are.

But we must also have grace, which is something I’ve been finding harder and 
harder to summon of late. Without grace, we turn on each other instead of on 
the wrongs we are committed to righting. Without grace, we see “the other 
side” not as humans, and we get confused about who is actually on the other 
side. Without it, we don’t forgive ourselves for our failings and we give in to 
despair and hopelessness.

It is this balance, this gracious anger, that we must work toward, and it is hard 
to achieve. If we are too gracious, we get walked all over. If we are too 
consumed by rage, we lose our humanity. But if we are to fight against this 
level of hatred, each of us must strive for this balance. We have to get angry 
and speak out and condemn the awful things we see, even if that means 
confronting our friends and families and colleagues as well as those in power. If 
there’s one thing I have learned as an immigrant in this country, it is that the 
angriest and loudest people often get what they want here—whether that’s at a 
local school board meeting or in national elections—and the quietest, most 
humble people often get screwed. And so it happens, those with the smallest 
megaphones are often Black, other people of color, immigrants and refugees, 
those with disabilities, LGBTQ individuals, and others from marginalized 
communities. In the face of injustice, we must be angry for one another, beside 
one another, all of us, all the time.

At the same time, we have to have grace. I’ve seen too many activists 
attacking one another, using social justice principles to shoot down colleagues 
on the same side of the struggle. I’ve seen the competition to see whose 
community has suffered the most or who is the “wokest.” Then there’s the one-
strike-you’re-out thinking, where people are not allowed to make mistakes and 
grow, but are automatically labeled evil and ostracized. All of these things play 
into the hands of the racists, white supremacists, KKK members, 
Islamophobes, homophobes, transphobes, anti-Semites, xenophobes, and 
other peddlers of hate and violence. When we are divided, they win. We 
outnumber them by a wide margin, and yet they keep advancing.
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Our sector, the nonprofit sector, as a whole, must also strive for this balance 
between Grace and Anger. But maybe the balance has been too tilted toward 
Grace, and we need to shift it back toward Anger. We are significant, making 
up 10% of the workforce. We do incredible work each day. But because we 
tend to attract nice, community-centered people, we often don’t get as angry as
 we should be. We put up with crap and work around it instead of confronting it.

I think in many ways we are afraid of anger. We see it being unleashed by the 
side that revels in hatred; we see the destruction is sows. But like Impatience, 
Anger can be a tool for good. As my colleague Rodney D. Foxworth Jr. wrote in 
his essay “The Need for Black Rage in Philanthropy”: “Black anger has often 
stoked the flames of progress in this country.” The flames that we are still 
warmed by, even as they are being threatened by the cold water of racism and 
bigotry.

Rodney calls for philanthropists to be angry. “It stands to reason that in our 
pursuit of justice and progress, philanthropy, however it manifests itself — a 
national institution, a small family foundation, or individual donors with or 
without significant wealth — would be well served to embrace [anger] as well.”

We should all be embracing our collective anger. We as a sector need to get 
angrier at the ridiculous expectations put on us that tie our hands while people 
suffer and die, like society’s destructive insistence on low “overhead” and on 
“sustainability.” We need to get angrier at funders’ risk-aversion and 5% 
minimum payout and lengthy processes and intellectualizing while people are 
getting deported and children are being torn from their parents. We need to be 
angrier at leaders who want to play it safe, who refuse to see race, while 
people are threatened with Nazi salutes and Confederate flags and references 
to ovens. We should be angrier at donors and fundraisers who insist on seeing 
the people most affected by systemic inequity as “others” and the object for pity 
and condescension, not justice. We must still be grounded by Grace as a 
sector, but we need to channel more Anger.

I’m tired. I’m thinking of the woman who was killed. Her name was Heather 
Heyer, and she was 32. I’m thinking of her family and friends. And the dozens 
of people still in recovery. I’ve been checking the news constantly, feeling 
hopeless. Seattle had our own march of white supremacists. It is sad and 
draining. If you feel this way, you’re not alone. I know it seems this week, just 
like the weeks after the Orlando shooting or after the murders of Philando 
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Castile and Alton Sterling, that the hatred is too strong for us to fight. It’s OK to 
feel this way. If you veer more toward anger than grace at this moment, like I 
am, you are not alone.

But, at every racist march and protest, we have counter-protesters fighting on 
the side on justice. Often the counter-protesters vastly outnumber the bigots 
and racists. For every hateful person trying to tear our community down, at 
least five good people are working to build it back up.

When I lose hope, I think of all of you out there every single day working to 
make the world better. You give me hope. We are part of the group that’s lifting 
up families and building communities. We are bigger and stronger than hatred 
and terrorism. Our work is critical, and it makes a difference. The arc of the 
moral universe bends towards justice, history has repeatedly seen, because we 
bend it that way. 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10 EVERYDAY WAYS CHARLOTTESVILLE AND WHITE 
SUPREMACY ARE ALLOWED TO STILL HAPPEN

 JEMAR TISBY — AUGUST 12, 2017

On Friday, white supremacists gathered in Charlottesville in a rally full of racist 
iconography. They marched at night, carried torches, and chanted “We will not 
be replaced!” But deplorable incidents like this rally are only the most visible 
displays of the white supremacy that are allowed to flourish in mundane ways 
all across the country.
It is not the episodic marches and rallies that define white supremacy, it is the 
ordinary, dull ways that society props up the racial caste system that lead to the 
most egregious offenses. American citizens, particularly white people, have to 
realize how they unintentionally allow Charlottesville and white supremacy to 
happen.

Here’s a list of ten ways people allow white supremacy to reign in America.

1. Elect a president who plays on racist, nationalistic, xenophobic tropes to 
enflame a base that feels like they are being “replaced” by immigrants and 
minorities—a man who the KKK and white nationalist groups love to 
endorse. Allow said president to systematically assemble a cabinet of 
people who endorse his bigotry and can enact it in word and deed. 
Meanwhile, ignore the vigorous warnings of the marginalized people his 
leadership will most adversely affect.

2. Never treat racism as an actual sin in the church. It’s a just a social issue 
and shouldn’t be discussed in the pulpit or the pews. Therefore Christians 
are never discipled in how to think about race in a biblical way, much less 
oppose it.

3. Fight tooth and nail to preserve Confederate monuments and flags, 
venerate Confederate people and events—the cultural artifacts that 
celebrate white supremacy. Do all this while refusing to acknowledge how 
the preservation of such symbols perpetuate a racial caste system and a 
longing among some citizens for the days when America was “great” (i.e. 
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when women, “coloreds” and the rest knew their place, and white men were 
more dominant).

4. Show private support for people of color but never risk anything by publicly 
proclaiming solidarity with the marginalized and letting the racists around 
you know that you won’t tolerate their trash. Have the backs of minorities…
waaaay back.

5. Put almost all the burden for rectifying racism on minorities by telling them, 
“We want you to come to *our* spaces”, by asking them questions you 
could easily find the answers to on your own (Google it!), or by telling them 
in myriad ways that they need to change to fit the dominant culture and 
leave their own culture at the door.

6. When a major racial incident happens at your church, job, or other 
institution, downplay its seriousness, make no substantive changes, and 
wait for the controversy to cool down so you can go back to business as 
usual.

7. Pursue diversity without pursuing equity/sharing power in your church, job, 
or organization. Then pat yourself on the back when your student body, 
congregation, or employee base shows any diversity whatsoever, never 
mind that their presence makes no real difference. The minorities in your 
organization are forced to assimilate instead of bringing their whole selves 
and creating true diversity.

8. When another racist incident makes national headlines, make a big show of 
supporting people of color on social media and then continue voting for the 
same candidates with the same racially atavistic policy platforms, continue 
attending the same churches that endorse white supremacy through acts of 
commission or omission, keep allowing family members, friends, and 
acquaintances who hold racist ideas without confronting them, keep 
silencing people of color when they level charges of racism, and basically 
change absolutely nothing once the furor dies down.

9. A Believe we’re “post-racial.” Pretend the Civil Rights movement solved all 
our most serious racial problems, secretly ask yourself “What more do 
these people want?” and convince yourself all “these people” must be 
exaggerating or overly sensitive

10. Think that racism and white supremacy only negatively affect people of 
color and not the white people who learn to live with a lie about themselves 
I could go on, but you get the point.
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Please don’t fall into the error of thinking that these events represent only a 
fringe element. I mean, they are a minority, but they are given permission by 
the majority to practice their hatred. Christians, particularly white Christians, 
must so stand against white supremacy that such views could never be publicly 
proclaimed. 

Further, to the extent that they are held private, Christians must confront this 
sin, no matter how costly. Only then will we begin to crack the shell of white 
supremacy that covers the American church.
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Thursday, July 27, 2017 

Leave God Out of Our Hate 
http://www.dirtysexyministry.com/2017/07/leave-god-out-of-our-hate.


I am done enabling people to use God to justify hatred.  

I am done allowing faith to be used as a casual part of public life, a shorthand to 
get elected or to justify various levels of discrimination and hatred.  

I've read the Bible a few times, in a few languages. Are there sections where 
hatred and violence are central to the story? Yes.  

And yet the prevailing message of the Bible is a story of a loving God, who 
desires mercy from us, who gets really angry when we sell the righteous for 
silver and the poor for a pair of sandals, who implores us to remember the 
outsider and to welcome the refugee, to name a few ways our lack of love has 
gotten us into heaps of trouble through the eons.  

Jesus sums this all up very nicely for us by telling us SEVERAL TIMES to love 
one another as Jesus loves us.  

That humanity has managed to get this basic commandment confused is no 
surprise. After all, avoiding one fruit in the Garden of Eden proved too much 
for us.  

Loving our neighbor means, quite basically, treating my neighbor as I'd like to 
be treated. 

 If I want my teenaged son to know he can safely walk in a park in the evening 
wearing a hoodie and come home without being shot because he was assumed 
to be a criminal, God's love demands that I want that for African American 
parents and youth, as well - because they are my neighbors.  

If I want the opportunity to be measured on my ability to do a job and not 
judged because of my gender, God's love demands I want the same for women 
and transgendered people, as well - because they are my neighbors.  

If I want access to health care when I am sick without the very real possibility of 
bankruptcy or having to choose to go without because I can't afford treatment, 
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God's love demands I want that for all people, not just for those who can write 
the check - because they are my neighbors. 

You get the idea. 

God's love demands I do more than talk a good game. The Prophets and Jesus 
call out people over and over who pray lovely prayers, but do nothing. Love is 
indeed an action verb. Our love is proven in our thoughts, words, and 
deeds. Complacency is not love.  

For too long in American society, God has been used as justification not to love. 
Oh, we try to arrange love on the stinking pile of hate we excrete by saying 
things like, "Love the sinner, hate the sin," or "But the Bible says..." but in 
essence, we decide who we want to hate, who we want to exclude and demean, 
and who we don't like, then we find a way to justify it all with God. 
If you don't like Kentucky, Louisville, Alabama or Auburn or people who speak 
a different language or men who eat sushi or women who love women or people 
of different ethnicities and races, that's on you. God is not  
part of hate. 

Hatred is an individual choice. Hatred is our choice, our decision. Don't sling 
our hatred at God's feet, acting like we'd love whomever we hate except for the 
fact that the Bible says so. God did not hand down a list of people God created 
and loves and say, "Yeah, I know I said love your neighbor over and over and 
even gave examples, but here's a list of people you can be jerks to." 

Nope.  

When Jesus talks about knowing ourselves, he's asking us to own our hatred 
and prejudice. We have to explore why we hate. We have to confess our hatred. 
We have to admit we may even enjoy not loving our neighbor. But we don't get 
to blame God for our choice to hate and demean and exclude.  

God invites us to recognize we all need to work harder to love. This love thing 
that God asks us to do is some major work. It's not a weekend project with a 
You Tube video. Love is a life-long commitment that needs God's help. But let's 
be clear, if the Bible is a guiding force in our lives, the prevailing message is one 
of loving God and loving our neighbor. If you're using God's word to hate, 
you're doing this wrong.  
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So again, I am done standing silently while people justify their hatred and 
discrimination using God.  

If you are a politician and you mentioned how much you love Jesus in your 
political ads, I will write you letters and come to your office to remind you 
exactly what Jesus says about loving our neighbor when your votes render to 
Caesar and not to God.   

If you use the Bible to justify your hatred, I will ask you to cite chapter and 
verse then ask how that meshes with Jesus' commandment to love and then 
wonder why you need God to hate all the same people you hate. 

And when I look at a fellow child of God with contempt, I will drop to my knees 
and ask forgiveness and ask for the courage to explore the roots of my hatred. 

Christianity is not a casual tool to be used to hurt others while exalting 
ourselves. It does not allow those of us who confess the faith of Jesus to stand 
silently while God is used as a weapon to wound and kill the souls of others or 
the shackle them in shame and despair. Jesus expects us to love in thought, 
word, and deed and recognize love as a liberating force for all of us, not just a 
select few. 

I am done enabling people to use God to justify hatred. 
I hope other Christians are done, too.  Laurie Brock at 10:34 AM 
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Words/Issues/Events that makes folks uncomfortable.  Please add if you find something 
missing in the spaces provided 


“The majority of the world's resources pour into the United States.  And as we 
Americans grow more and more wealthy, money is becoming a kind of narcotic for us.  
We hardly notice our own prosperity or the poverty of so many others.  The great 
contradiction is that we have more and more money and less and less generosity -- 
less and less public money for the needy, less charity for the neighbor.” 
 Walter Brueggemann 

EQUAL RIGHTS CHOICE PRO-LIFE BLACK LIVES MATTER

NAZI SOCIALIST DEMOCRAT POLITICS

REPUBLICANS WHITE PRIVILEGE PRIVILEGE BLESSINGS

HOMELESSNESS ABORTION IMMIGRATION POVERTY

WELFARE HEALTH CARE DEATH CANCER

CHILDREN GHETTO LATINO/A MUSLIMS

ENTITLED TEENAGERS OLD PEOPLE PRESBYTERIAN

ASIANS DEVELOPMENTALLY 
CHALLENGED

ADA COLLEGE

CHURCH EMPLOYMENT STATISTICS SOCIAL MEDIA

SCRIPTURE PASTORS ELDERS GOSSIP

JUSTICE INJUSTICE CHILD ABUSE RACISTS

PRAYER MEDITATION FINANCIAL REPORTS FUTURE
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SESSION 1 - FRIDAY  - 8-9 PM. 

The process for this weekend:  

Your Security Blanket.

What is comfortable?

What is uncomfortable?


SESSION 2 - SATURDAY  9:30-Noon. Break at 10:30

Read: John 8:12-30

Excerpts of a Sermon by Brian Copeland

Who is Jesus? 

What is the motivation to follow Jesus?

What makes it difficult to follow Jesus or do the 

Right thing?  

1) Small Group Discussion 10:00-10:30 
What are the most difficult challenges to you, family,

The church in following Jesus (make list)

Large Group  Discussion:10:45 - 11:15

2)  Small Group Discussion  11:15-NOON 
Read:  John 8;31-47

List Jesus’s characteristics/descriptions


SESSION 3 - SATURDAY  7:30-9PM

Read:  John 8:48-

So what?  Now What?

Why do anything?

Resource form Southern Poverty Law Center


3)Small Group 8:15-9PM Conversation 
How to address the uncomfortableness

Or the opposite how to make me/us/the church

Practice our faith in Christ that moves me/us/the church

Out of the comfort zone.

Make a list of now what? (Pick 5 issues)


SUNDAY SESSION 4 9:45-10:30

4) Small Group Exercise 
Write a prayer/litany/poem

Bring your security blankets to Worship
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Thank you all for participating this weekend.   I have been blessed by the leadership of the 
planning team and your presence.


If you have any questions or want to share more after this weekend, please email me

reyesgibbs@gmail.com


My benediction after each church service for the past 18 years I share with you.


Leave this place  
With justice and compassion in your heart 

Give strength to the week 
Give voice to the silent 
Care for one another 

Love one another 
It’s all that easy and  

It’s all that hard! 

Now may the Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
And the Love of an awesome and abundant God, 

And the communion, power and playfulness of the Holy Spirit 
Be with you all forevermore. 

And together we say AMEN! 

Salamat!

Peace and Blessings,


Sarah
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