Today'’s scripture relates a radical story of affirmation,
empowerment and spiritual transformation. It might be more
salient than ever for us, in our time populated with public talk
around male privilege and racial tribalism.

Samaria: The “Jews” or Israelites lived in two principal area
Galilee (to the north) and Judah (to the south, including
Jerusalem). In between the two areas was Samaria. It was
populated with a people who worshipped Yahweh, but who had
been left behind during the 722 BCE Assyrian Invasion and had
thus mixed with imported Assyrians peoples. So there were not
longer “pure” Israelites, but distant, “half-breed”, cousins. They
also recognized Mount Gerizim as the holy place, not Mount
Sinai as the Jews did. Eventually, the religion of the Samaritans
evolved to the point that they held only the Pentateuch
(Genesis-Deuteronomy) as being the law of God, rejecting all
the books of poetry and prophecy. By Jesus’ day, Jews had no
dealings with the Samaritans. With whom do you not deal?

Jacor’s weLL: Throughout the First Testament wells are
sites of romantic encounter, much like in a romantic comedy
the eventual lovers often bump into each other spilling papers
and packages. Could it be that the disciples are upset (in verse
27) when they return to find Jesus talking with a woman at a
well because they are thinking of such stories, as happensin
Genesis 24 Abraham’s servant finds a bride for Isaac, in Genesis
29 Jacob finds his future wife Rachel and Moses, in Exodus 2,
meets his future wife Zipporah.

noon: This point hints at something hidden, for one would
usually come to get water in the fresh coolness of the early
morning hours, not at the hottest part of the day without the
possibility of shade. Is she coming now because she has to,
poorly planned for the day, or because she wants to come when
the other women of the village aren’t around to see or
encounter her?

water: obviously water is important in the story about a well,
and Jesus’ comments...but this also calls to mind the other
times water is brought up in the gospel of John, think of last
week: in John 3:5 where Jesus says “no one can enter the

kingdom of God without being born of water and Spirit.” Or John

2, where Jesus turns water into wine as the first miraculous sign

recounted by John, or when John the baptizer first talks of Jesus
in 1:32-34 << 32 And John testified, “I saw the Spirit descending
from heaven like a dove, and it remained on him. 33 I myself did

not know him, but the one who sent me to baptize with water

said to me, ‘He on whom you see the Spirit descend and remain
is the one who baptizes with the Holy Spirit.” 3¢ And I myself
have seen and have testified that this is the Son of God.”>>

you have had five hugbandg: She has either been divorced or
widowed five times. We tend to think of her as a sexually or
morally loose woman, yet it's much more likely that she has
been divorced five times because she is barren, unable to have
children - the worst thing possible for a woman at the time. ...
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' Now when Jesus learned that the Pharisees
had heard, “Jesus is making and baptizing more
disciples than John” 2 —although it was not Jesus
himself but his disciples who baptized— * he left
Judea and started back to Galilee. * But he had to
go through Samaria.’ So he came to a
Samaritan city called Sychar, near the plot of
ground that Jacob had given to his son
Joseph. ® JAcOB’s WELL was there, and Jesus,
tired out by his journey, was sitting by the well. It
was about noon.

7 .
A Samaritan woman came to draw water, and

Jesus said to her, “Give me a drink.” ® (His disciples
had gone to the city to buy food.) ® The Samaritan
woman said to him, “How is it that you, a Jew, ask a
drink of me, a woman of Samaria?” (Jews do not
share things in common with Samaritans.) 1%)asus
answered her, “If you knew the gift of God, and
who it is that is saying to you, ‘Give me a drink,’
you would have asked him, and he would have
given you living water.” "' The woman said to him,
“Sir, you have no bucket, and the well is deep.
Where do you get that living water? 2 Are you
greater than our ancestor Jacob, who gave us the
well, and with his sons and his flocks drank from
it?” * Jesus said to her, “Everyone who drinks of
this water will be thirsty again, “put those who
drink of the water that | will give them will never be
thirsty. The water that | will give will become in
them a spring of water gushing up to eternal

life.” > The woman said to him, “Sir, give me this
water, so that | may never be thirsty or have to
keep coming here to draw water.”

16 .
Jesus said to her, “Go, call your husband, and
17 .
come back.” ** The woman answered him, “l have
no husband.” Jesus said to her, “You are right in

saying, ‘Il have no husband’; ** for you have had five

hugbandg, and the one you have now is not your
husband. What you have said is true!” Y The
woman said to him, “Sir, | see that you are a
prophet. 22 Our ancestors worshiped on this
mountain, but you say that the place where people



She most likely is living with the brother of her 5th husband, who
was obligated to take her in should his brother die, or leave his
wife. She is rejected by all, not because of what she’s done, but
because of something she cannot control or change. Meeting
Jesus rocks her world.

I am: In his gospel John selects seven miracles or “signs” to
include. They seem chosen specifically for their ability to help us
believe that Jesus is who He claimed to be, and that by believing
we might have eternal life.

In addition, John's gospel also contains seven “I am” statements.
Their focus is on what happens after we become believers. This
is the first “ am” statement in the gospel. It’s important to
remember that the most important name of God, Yahweh, means
literally “I am”.

Come and see: this is the verbatim invitation that Jesus gives to
his first disciples in John 1:38-39 << 38 When Jesus turned and
saw the two disciples of John following [him], he said to them,
“What are you looking for?” They said to him, “Rabbi” (which
translated means Teacher), “where are you staying?” 39 He said
to them, “Come and see.” >> Like Jesus, she doesn’t tell people
what to believe, rather she asks a question, inviting them to a
conversational relationship.

the woman’s testimony: besides John the baptizer in John 1:6-8
<< 6 There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7 He
came as a witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe
through him. 8 He himself was not the light, but he came to testify
to the light. >>, the woman is the only other person to testify to
the life-changing experience of being in relationship with Jesus.

Savior of the world.”: This is the only use of the word Savior in John’s
gospel, the only time Jesus is called this. What does savior mean
for John? Think of the immediate connection in the text to John
3:16 (just a few verses before) in which it says, “” use of Savior in
John - connected to John 3:16-17 <<16 “For God so loved the world
that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him
may not perish but may have eternal life. 17 “Indeed, God did not
send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order
that the worll might be saved through him.>> Jesus is not the
savior of the Jews, of one tribe of people, but of all people, of all
the cosmos. Jesus’ saving power (save in Greek means
simultaneously “to heal” “to deliver” “to make whole”) breaks
down and transforms conflictual and oppositional relationships
of us versus them, tribalism that excludes and dehumanizes.

Questions for the practice of Examen & Contemplation

e What shimmers for you in this story?

e With whom do you identify in the story? Why?

e DoesJesus need the woman, or vice-versa in the story?
What does that imply about faith?

e In Greek the word “to save” or “salvation” (s0zo) means:
to save, to deliver or protect to heal, preserve, to make
whole. This is the only time John uses the title “Savior of
the World” in his gospel, to talk of Jesus. What does that
mean for him? For you?

e 21 .
must worship is in Jerusalem.” “~ Jesus said to her,

“Woman, believe me, the hour is coming when you
will worship the Father neither on this mountain nor
in Jerusalem. * You worship what you do not know;
we worship what we know, for salvation is from the
Jews. 2 But the hour is coming, and is now here,
when the true worshipers will worship the Father in
spirit and truth, for the Father seeks such as these to
worship him. **God is spirit, and those who worship
him must worship in spirit and truth.” >The woman
said to him, “l know that Messiah is coming” (who is
called Christ). “When he comes, he will proclaim all
things to us.” %% Jesus said to her, “I am he, the one
who is speaking to you.”

%7 Just then his disciples came. They were astonished
that he was speaking with a woman, but no one said,
“What do you want?” or, “Why are you speaking
with her?” 2 Then the woman left her water jar and
went back to the city. She said to the

people, 2% “Come and see a man who told me
everything | have ever done! He cannot be the
Messiah, can he?” 30They left the city and were on
their way to him.

3 Meanwhile the disciples were urging him, “Rabbi,
eat something.” 32But he said to them, “I have food
to eat that you do not know about.” 3350 the
disciples said to one another, “Surely no one has
brought him something to eat?” ** Jesus said to
them, “My food is to do the will of him who sent me
and to complete his work. *Do you not say, ‘Four
months more, then comes the harvest’? But | tell
you, look around you, and see how the fields are
ripe for harvesting. *The reaper is already

receiving wages and is gathering fruit for eternal life,
so that sower and reaper may rejoice together. * For
here the saying holds true, ‘One sows and another
reaps.’ %) sent you to reap that for which you did
not labor. Others have labored, and you have
entered into their labor.”

39 Many Samaritans from that city believed in him
because of the woman’s testimony, “He told me
everything | have ever done.” 50 when the
Samaritans came to him, they asked him to stay with
them; and he stayed there two days. 1 And many
more believed because of his word. ** They said to
the woman, “It is no longer because of what you said
that we believe, for we have heard for ourselves,
and we know that this is truly the Savior of the world.”



