The Book of Mark is most likely the first
of the four gospel books to be written,
sometime in the late 60s CE. In this
season of Epiphany (from Christmas to
Lent) we read through the first half of the
gospel which focuses around the
question of the identity of Jesus. Starting
in Chapter 8 the story moves to one of
conflict between Jesus and the forces
aligned against him.

“Hermeneutics seems to me to be
animated by this double motivation:
willingness to suspect,

willingness to listen:

vow of rigor, vow of obedience.

In our time we have not finished doing
away with idols and we have barely
begun to listen to symbols.”

Paul Ricoeur, 1970.

1 The beginning of the good news of
Jesus Christ, the Son of God.

2 As it is written in the prophet Isaiah,

“See, | am sending my messenger ahead
of you,

who will prepare your way;
3 the voice of one crying out in the
wilderness:

‘Prepare the way of the Lord,

make his paths straight,”

4 John the baptizer appeared in the
wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of
repentance for the forgiveness of sins. 5
And people from the whole Judean
countryside and all the people of
Jerusalem were going out to him, and
were baptized by him in the river Jordan,
confessing their sins. 6 Now John was
clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather
belt around his waist, and he ate locusts
and wild honey. 7 He proclaimed, “The
one who is more powerful than I is
coming after me; [ am not worthy to
stoop down and untie the thong of his
sandals. 8 I have baptized you with
water; but he will baptize you with the
Holy Spirit.” Mark 1:1-18
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Mark 6: 1-29

New Revised Standard Version (NRSV)

? [Jesus] left that place and came to his hometown,
and his disciples followed him. ? On the sabbath he
began to teach in the synagogue, and many who
heard him were astounded. They said, “Where did
this man get all this? What is this wisdom that has
been given to him? What deeds of power are being
done by his hands! * Is not this the carpenter, the son
of Mary and brother of James and Joses and Judas
and Simon, and are not his sisters here with us?” And
they took offense at him. * Then Jesus said to them,
“Prophets are not without honor, except in their
hometown, and among their own kin, and in their
own house.” > And he could do no deed of power
there, except that he laid his hands on a few sick
people and cured them. ® And he was amazed at their
unbelief.

Then he went about among the villages

teaching. ” He called the twelve and began to send
them out two by two, and gave them authority over
the unclean spirits. ® He ordered them to take
nothing for their journey except a staff; no bread, no
bag, no money in their belts; ° but to wear sandals
and not to put on two tunics. *° He said to them,
“Wherever you enter a house, stay there until you
leave the place. ' If any place will not welcome you
and they refuse to hear you, as you leave, shake off
the dust that is on your feet as a testimony against
them.” **So they went out and proclaimed that all
should repent. > They cast out many demons, and
anointed with oil many who were sick and cured
them.

King Herod heard of it, for Jesus’ name had become
known. Some were saying, “John the baptizer has



been raised from the dead; and for this reason these powers are
at work in him.” > But others said, “It is Elijah.” And others said,
“It is a prophet, like one of the prophets of old.” *®* But when
Herod heard of it, he said, “John, whom | beheaded, has been
raised.”

Y Eor Herod himself had sent men who arrested John, bound
him, and put him in prison on account of Herodias, his brother
Philip’s wife, because Herod had married her. ** For John had
been telling Herod, “It is not lawful for you to have your
brother’s wife.” ** And Herodias had a grudge against him, and
wanted to kill him. But she could not, ?° for Herod feared John,
knowing that he was a righteous and holy man, and he protected
him. When he heard him, he was greatly perplexed; and yet he
liked to listen to him. ' But an opportunity came when Herod on
his birthday gave a banquet for his courtiers and officers and for
the leaders of Galilee. > When his daughter Herodias came in
and danced, she pleased Herod and his guests; and the king said
to the girl, “Ask me for whatever you wish, and | will give

it.” 2 And he solemnly swore to her, “Whatever you ask me, |
will give you, even half of my kingdom.” ** She went out and said
to her mother, “What should | ask for?” She replied, “The head
of John the baptizer.” >> Immediately she rushed back to the king
and requested, “l want you to give me at once the head of John
the Baptist on a platter.” *° The king was deeply grieved; yet out
of regard for his oaths and for the guests, he did not want to
refuse her. ?’ Immediately the king sent a soldier of the guard
with orders to bring John’s head. He went and beheaded him in
the prison, ® brought his head on a platter, and gave it to the
girl. Then the girl gave it to her mother. > When his disciples
heard about it, they came and took his body, and laid it in a
tomb.

QUESTIONS FOR THE PRACTICE OF EXAMEN & CONTEMPLATION
e What part of today’s story grabs you?

e How do theses stories intersect with what we live today?
e What invitation to moral courage do you hear in this text?

“9 “Blessed are the

peacemakers, for they will
be called children of God.

10 “Blessed are those who
are persecuted for
righteousness’ sake, for
theirs is the kingdom of
heaven.

11 “Blessed are you when
people revile you and
persecute you and utter
all kinds of evil against
you falsely[b] on my
account. 12 Rejoice and
be glad, for your reward is
great in heaven, for in the
same way they
persecuted the prophets
who were before you.

13 “You are the salt of the
earth; but if salt has lost
its taste, how can its
saltiness be restored? It is
no longer good for
anything, but is thrown
out and trampled under
foot.

14 “You are the light of
the world. A city builton a
hill cannot be hid. 15 No
one after lighting a lamp
puts it under the bushel
basket, but on the
lampstand, and it gives
light to all in the house. 16
In the same way, let your
light shine before others,
so that they may see your
good works and give
glory to your Father in
heaven.”

Matthew 5:9-16



